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17 the moſt Renowned Moder 
SIR, 


been more in queſt ot Wealth than Knowledge, 
cannot ſuppoſe you unacquainted with the Merit of 
The celebrated Foreipners | here do myſelf the Honour to in- 
Troduce to you, I will not imagine that fo ſtrenuous an al- 
ertor of Liberty as you are known to be, can be a Stranger 
to the only two at Rome who have out-lived the Freedom of 
their Country: And though you may be too rigid a Pr. teſt ant 
to hold an immediate Correſpondence with any ot the Font fs 
Subjects, it is to be hoped, you will not think it an Offence 
to your Religion, to Patronize thoſe of them who ſhall be 
uſhered to you, as theſe are, in an Engliſo Dreis, and by 4 
Member of the Reformation. _ . 
If the Banker B. . . i, ſome Years ago, had had the Pre- 
caution ot covering himſeif, as my Paſquin and Marforio do 
at preſent by my Hands, with the Armour ot Intelligible 
Engliſh Language, It is probable he would have eſcaped the 
Cenſure nailed upon him. B. . i was guilty of another 
notorious Blunder, which my Authors have prudently avoided 
| That was, he maniteſted too tender a Regard tor the Plun- 
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Groſs, as no good Proteſtant was able to put up. | 
I do conteſs, that , wy ang in my Original, ſpeaks with 
great Freedom of the preſeut State of our Liberty, but I have 
taken care in his Englift Garb, that he ſhould not offend 
Ears fo delicate as yours, with Truths in which your Family 
is too nearly intereſted. If I have permitted him to chatter 
concerning ſome Secret Machinations of a near Relation of 
yours; It I have allowed him to be ſmart on ſome ot your 
own Tranſlations ; It 1 have not ſilenced him when he makes 
a little free with your Character as a Negotiator; and it J 
have not quite ſhaded his Animadverſions on our General 
Conduct for the laſt Halt Ceniury, I beſeech you to impute it 
rather to Neceſlty than Choice, It would have been iwpoſli. 
ble to render him Intellip:ible, or to have produced him con- 
ſiſtent with hidiſelf, if 1 hid fiifled his Sentiments on theſe 
Particular. | | 
Paſquin aud Marforio have. a better Title to yout Friend - 
ſhip, Sir, than perhaps you 'would-imagine . They are famed 
for being Learnedly Acvkward and Sl:wenly, fo are you ; they 
are, like you,'Wageiſh, Arch, and Droll, and have often re- 
ceived wholeſome Correction tor being unſcalonably Witty and 
F Obſcene: They have been as fortunate as yourtelt, in breeding 
| Diſſention in Private Families, thcugh noi quite ſo often caught 
Tripping in Publick Aſfemblies: And they have, like you, 
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been ſupported in their own Country, with all their Faulcs, 

but with this Difference, thit their Support conſiſted chiefly in 
Wir and keon Satyr, yours ſolely ia a Golden Number. 

Tou will fiud, Marforio a Smatterer in'Politicks, like your 

dear ſelf, and you will ſee that Paſqain has as gteat au Itch 

to running his Noſe into things above his Capacity, at you 

a can for your Life* They: both of chem are great Adept in 


1 this 


EQUILTBRIST:” 


\ Lthough your Excurſions from your own Country have | 


dered and Unfortunate amongit vs ; an Aſtront, ſo Charitably 
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ſucceſsful as your precious ſelf, in making many Breaches by 


endeavouring to heal one. In ſhort, Sir, you and this cele- 
brated chiſeiled Couple are ſo every way alike, that the Cu- 
rious have not ſcrupled to maintain you were all three Chips 
of the ſame Block. 

But whither as a M.. .f and a Proteftant, you will think 
it fate, to claim Kindred to theſe Foreign Paps, I do not 
know ; though give me leave to ſav, you may be guilty of a 
more imprudent Step, in this time ot Myſtery and Danger, 
than that of taking into your Bolom, Relations of their Sa- 
gacity and unerring Intelligence, Their Friendſhip may be 
of Advantage to you in your future Negotiations ; nay, it may 
be of ſingular Uſe to your Family, in caſe another War ſhould 
break out before a Regemerating A# be obtained : And you 
have ſome flight Reaſons for apprehending that the preſent 
ſituation of Affairs abroad do not promiſe lalting Peace to 
your native Country. 

Theſe old Roman Statues are more ſignificant Perſonages, 
if 1 may be allowed the Expreſſion, than probably you take 
mem tor: Marforio, particularly, is derply skilled in the 
Science of over-rezching, and expert in ferretting out the Se- 
crets of the Cabinet; he acts withcut Salary or Penſion, no 


contemptable Qualification, I aflure you in a Parcimonious 


Adminiſtration ; and can 1oform you, more truly, ot the Se- 
crets of Rome, than all that expenſive, walking Herd your 
B. . r maintains there at preſent. 

I muſt not conclude without making ſome Apology for your 
Kinſman Marforic, tor having revealed the Secrets of the late 
Mediation, it being probable he may have ſer that myſterious 
Tranſaction in another Light, than (ome of the Family would 
have it ſeen, Ycu may be alto offended at him for {tripping 
you of the Glory ot the preſent Peace ; but alas, Sir, your 
Couſin has done no more than the whole World, a few ſta- 
tioned Penſioners of your B . . rs excepted, have done before 
him. A very little time muſt have publickly deſpoiled you of 
all your borrowed Honours and expoſed you and yours to the 
derifion of Mankind, * : 

His not than Marforio acted the Part of a Friend, in thus 
exrlily detecting a Fraud, that mult have perpetuated the In- 
tamy of your ay if ſhe had any longer continued the 
Wear of an Olive ſhe had no ſort of Claim to? Fame, founded 
on Trutlr and Virtue, will be more durable than either 
Braſs or Marble ; but that ſupported only by Deception, will 
quickly fade and vaniſh. Aflume not theretore, Glories you 
have no Title to ; be contented with that Portion of Fame you 
had acquired at Paris, Soiſſons, and the Hague, and travel 
not now in the Decline of your Years, farther than your For- 
tune intitled you, in the prime of your Youth. Should you at- 
tempt making the Experiment, you will certainly become more 
ridiculous than you are at preſent. A Peace and a Coronet you 


wanted, and a Peace you have,at leaſt for the preſent ; the Corowet 


may follow ſooner perhaps, than you ought to wiſh it ſhould, 
Bleſs God for the ſea ſonable Boon, and envy not thoſe who had 
procured it, the virtuous Glory due to their Labours. This is 


the wholeſome Advice of your Friend and laithſul Servant, 


The Tranſlator. 
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Political Dialogues between the 
celebrated Statues of Paſquin 
and Marforio at Rome. 


E on 


D1i4aki06d0RE-L 
Paſquin and Marforio. 


HA doIbehold, my poor, 
battered, old Friend, Paſ- 
Wy uin booted and ſpurred on 
che Eve of the great Feſtival 
of the Nativity of the Bleſſed 
Saviour! One would think 
the Solemnity of the Feaft might induce a Chriſ- 
tian People to let thee be at reſt on this joyful 
Night. Has our Pontiff then ſhook Hands with 
Calvin ? Have our Cardinals - ſubſcribed to 
the Doctrine of Geneva? Or have all our Romans 
bartered Iafallibility for Private 7 udgment, that we 
ſee thee, Paſquin, thus ſervilely imployed, at an 
Hour ſet apart by the Church for ſolemnizing 
‚ the 


[2] 
the Glorious Incarnation of the Son of God? 
Well may the Enemies of our Holy Religion 
tax us with Hypocriſy and Inconſiſtency of Wor- 
ſhip, when they ſee ſo glaring an Inſtance of our 
Ditregard for the Omnipotent, Commiſerating 
Redeemer of Mankind; and that too, in the Spiri- 
tral Metropolis of the World, and under the 
Noſe of Chriſt's Vicegerent on Earth. 

1 hope, my dear Paſquin, the Ottoman Armada 
hes not been feen in the Adriatick, and that thou 
are not carrying Orders for removing the im- 
menſe Treature of Loretto, to a Place of greater 
Security ; for Fear of a Viſit from the unhallowed 
Cir.umciſed Sons of Mabomet. I ſhould think no 
Errant of leſs Importance could warrant our Su- 
periors in ſuch a Breach of this annual Chriſtian 
Feſtival. As for thy Part, Paſquin, though thou 
haſt been a medling, buſy Fellow in thy time, I 
do not think thou wouldeſt prophane this Holy 
Hour, without abſolute Neceſſity, or abſolute Com- 
mand · Prithee, whither art thou bound with that 
monſtrous Packet in thy Hand? 

Paſq. My old, Noſe-leſs Neighbour, Iwill in- 
dulge thy Curioſity for once, provided thou pro- 
mile to keep the Secret, and become leſs inquiſi- 
tive for the Time to come. Thou haſt always 
been a prying, intriguing, jealous-pated, intri- 
cate Animals, who had often impoſed on my good 
Nature, and uvreſted Secrets for me, under the 
Veils of Friendſhip and old Acquaintance ; which, 
in Honour, I ought not to have diſcovered, nor 
thou, in Honefty, ought not to have revealed. 

Theſe falſe Steps, Marforio, have brought both 
thee and me into great Content and Diſrepn- 
tation with the ſacred College; and, without 
doubt, have occaſioned the little Confidence re- 
poſed in us, by thoſe impenetrable W 
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the late Commotions of Europe. It is true, I was 


ſometimes employed to carry Inſtructions to ſe- 
veral of our Nuncio's at the jarring Courts, and 
had brought back their Diſpatches to the Vatican; 
but I knew no more all the while, of the Con- 
tents of what I ſo carefully delivered, than the 
Winds I rid upon, or thee, Marfy, who had never 
ſtirred from off thy Foot-Stool. And what was 


this melancholy Diſtruſt owing to, think thee, 


but to the ill Uſe I had formerly made of their 
Confidence, by revealing to thee Secrets which 
thou hadſt imprudently ridiculed, and expoſed to 
the vulgar Herd. 

Hence flow all my preſent Uneaſineſs ; hence 
comes it, my dear Friend, that I know ſo very 
little of Publick Affairs; nay, hence alſo it comes, 
that I am ignorant of theſe very Preliminary Ar- 
ticles juſt now put into my Hands by the Cardinal 
Secretary for Prince Corſini at Naples: But what 
gives me greateſt Pain, is, that I do not know how 


or by what Means, this ſame Peace came to be 


patched up, juſt when moſt People thought the 


Continuance of the War unavoidable. My Anxie- 


ty ſtill encreaſes, when I conſider that I had not 
been able to ferret out even the genuine Motives 
of a War that had inflamed above two Thirds of 
Europe. Theſe dreadful Calamities, my dear 
Friend, hang heavy upon me; for thou knoweſt I 
ſubſiſt by Scandal and Intelligence. 1 am 


loſt without the toothſome Food. 


Mar. I am ſorry, my little Mercurial Friend, 
to ſee thee ſo out of Humour with thyſelf and 
me, for thy Ignorance of what paſſed ſince, and 
ſome little Time before the breaking out of the 
late War: And though I am not a little pleaſed 
to ſee thee, who had always valued thyſelf for 
being let into all Secret NOR, CE 
3 2 an 


[4] 
and mortified on this Occaſion ; yet in Conſide- 
ration of thy former Services and Friendſhip 
for me, I promiſe to quier thy Mind, and let 
thee into all the Secrets that relate to the Begin- 
ning, Progreſs, and ending of the late War: For 
I would have thee, my Political Courier, to know, 
that I have my Agents at all the Courts of Europe, 
who inform me of the moſt Minute Tranſactions 


of the Cabinet, even that of the Princes differing 


from our Pontiff in Communion. 

In vain do theſe Sons of Luther and Calvin think 
to carry on Schemes, or pretend to keep Secrets 
from me, tho' I never ſtir from this awful 
Situation: My Emiflaries are every where; and 
they are ſupple, ſubtile Creatures, who penetrate 
into Actions the moſt Secret and Myſterious, with- 
our being known or perceived. I am amply in- 
formed this Month of the Tranſactions of the laſt 
all over Europe, and ſo every alternate Month the 
whole Year round, Count Oſterman, whither at 
St. Petersburg or Muſco, neither ſends nor receives 
Diſpatches I am not made acquainted with, nor does 
he. hold a Cabinet Council I do not know the 
Reſult of. I am equally Maſter of what Prince 
Eugene and Count Zinzendorff tranſat at Vienna, 


Luxemburg, or La Favorita, Count Horn at Stock- 


holm, does not make a ſingle Propoſal to his new 
German Maſter (and many he has made to him of 
late Years) for increaſing his Power, and courtail- 
ing that of his Subjects, but I am informed of 
in three Weeks Time. I am, in leſs than a Fort- 
night, acquainted with what paſſes between ——— 
Bork, and his Pruſſian Majeſty, whither the Con- 
verſation turns upon Methods for ſecuring the 
Reverſion of Fuliers and Bergs, the annexing two 
neighbouring Dutchies to the Brandenburg Domini- 
ons, or to augmenting the Number of the terribly 
__ pacific 


11 

pacifick tall Grenadiers. My Informations from 
M v, generally arrive as ſoon as thoſe from 
Berlin. I know to a Guinea, and often to a 
Crown Peace, the amount of the Sums that come 
by Bill of Exchange, and by the Dutch Traders 
from L to the Caſtle of H; and the 
cautionary Orders from Baron Harte to the Regen- 
cy, are no more Secrets to me, than to the Writer 
or Receiver of them. 

My Advices from Holland come to me with 
greater Expedition ; for in ten Days I am made 
acquainted with the Schemes and deep laid De- 
ſigns of the 0 ge Faction, and with the 
Jealouſies and Counter - Schemes of the Republicans 
in Power. In the ſame Number of Days, I am 
equally informed of the ſecret Cabals of a 
certain awkward, heavy, ſlovenly, but aſſuming 
Equilibriſt, in favour of a Stadtholder, and of 
his publick Profeſſions for ſupporting the preſent 
Form of Government againſt the open and ſecret 
Enemies of the States. I have been made acquaint- 
ed, in eight Days, with the Purport of that ſame 
half- fledged Politiciax's ſanguine and hoſtile Publick 
Memorials, and of his repeated Aſſurances in Pri- 
vate, that what he had done, was purely in Obe- 
dience to his Pacifick Brother, who wanted to be 
thought a mettled brisk Fellow upon his own 
Dunghill. | 

My Advices from a neighbouring Kingdom, 
have not indeed, been with equal Celerity ; but 
- this was more owing to her infular Situation 
than to the ſupineneſs of my Correſpondents, who, 
thank my Stars, are as regular as they are nu- 
merous. For thou muſt know, my dear Paſquin, 
that the Inhabitants of that and are all Politi- 
cians, or at leaſt think themſelves ſo, which is 
pritty near the ſame thing, as to Self cn ent 


B 3 Nay, 


[5] 


but alas, their Politicks are as Immature as their 
Freedom 1s Chimerical, However, the Political 
Itch they have upon them, and the Ideal Freedom 
they enjoy, have been of ſingular Uſe to me in 
my Political Re- ſearches: For though my Intelli- 
gence from that Quarter, has been, for the moſt 
Part, ſtuffed with Abſurdity and Inconſiſtency, 
yet, as my Experience in Buſineſs has been ex- 
traordinary, I have readily ſifted the Grain from 
the Chaff very much to my own Satisfaction, and 
the Emolument of the buſy World. 

This Weſtern Cabinet has furniſhed me with 
more Variety, ſince the memorable Miſiſſipi Year, 
than almoſt all the other Cabinets of Europe put 
together; for the Prime Director there, having 
taken it into his Noddle, that he was a conſum- 
mate Stateſman, was willing, by a general con- 
tinued Negotiation, to oblige the World to think 
him ſo too. He thought, no doubt, to ape the 
famous Richlieu, who recommends conſtant Nego- 
tiation : But alas, the puny, modern Copyiſt, deſti- 
tute of the Judgment and Sagacity of the Great 
Original, ſunk in the Ford the other had waded 
over with Honour to himſelf, ang Advantage to 
his Country. Thou and I, Paſquin, remember 
the Imputations of Weakneſs and Puſillanimity 
Louis XIII. lay under, for ſuftering himſelf to 
be governed by Richelieu ; but for my Part, I was 
then, as I am ſtill, of Opinion he was the wiſeſt 
Prince of his Time. His Wiſdom was not only 
manifeſt in his Choice of a Miniſter, but in his 
Continuance of him after he had experienced his 
Integrity and Superior Abilities Had the moft 
Chriſtian Monarch, indeed, like ſome others, 
known to thee, Paſquin, and to me, found him- 
ſelf ſinking in the Eſteem of all his Neighbours 


Nay, they conceit themſelves to be all Free too; 
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and in the Affections of his moſt faithful Subjects, 
from the Influence of his Miniſter, and continued 
his Protection to him: I ſay, had this been Lonis's 
Caſe, I ſhould have joyned in the Cry againſt him, 
and dubb'd him a weak and obftinate King. 
But whether am J launching, I ſhould remember 
that the living often take Offence at Encomiums 
beſtowed on the Dead, and that Crowned Heads 
look upon Parellel- Makers with jealous Eyes. 

I perceive thy Impatience, Paſquin, to acquit 
thyſelf of the Truſt repoſed in thee. Go then 
and be ſure to behave thyſelf with the moſt cau- 
tious Impartiality at the Court of Naples; for 


new Kings, and thoſe injoying Crowns in virtue 


of popular and precarious Tenures, are generally 


ſevere, jealous, and ſuſpicious. They are uneaſy 


to themſelves, and not leſs ſo to their Subjects. 
The Maſs of the People are prone to change and 
love Variety; but they are ſoon brought to a 
Senſe of their Intereſt and Miſtake, when a new 
King liſtens to the pernicious Council of thoſe gbout 
him, who adviſe him rather to found his Safety 
in Power, than in the Aﬀections of a Multitude. 
Our old Friend Machiavel, and the reſt of his 
over-refined Brethren, have been too warm in 
their Recommendation of the Uſe of Force in 
Government ; but Experience has given them the 
Lye, and may convince Princes, that the Aﬀecr 
tions of the- Subje& are better Securities than 
Axes, Gibbets, Gallies, Prifon, National Debts, 
Armies or Fleets —— 

Be wiſe, Paſquin, and chatter not of the Vir- 
tues of the late Poſſeſſor of the Sicilian Throne. 
Panygerick on a late Occupier, is poiſon to the 
Ear of an actual Poſſeſſor. Be prudent, I ſay 
my little active Friend, raiſe thyſelf no Enemies 
by being Satyrical, or the WAG Reign, or , 
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of thy Encomiums on the late; they are equally 
dangerous. Confide not in any Friendſhip thou 
mighteſt have formerly contracted with thoſe in 
Power at the preſent Neopolitan Court. They 
will deceive thee ; for they ſupport themſelves by 
carrying Tales, and by giving an ill Impreſſion to 
the Prince of his moſt faithful Subjects. They 
ſubſiſt by Falſhood, ingroſs Power, and raiſe 
Eſtates, by keeping their Maſter in fatal Igno- 
rance and Miſtake ; He, indeed, is young and un- 
experienced, and ſo far is to be pitied ; but 
there are Princes, my dear Paſquin, from whoſe 
Years and Experience, one might expect Solidity, 
and good Senſe, who ſuffer themſelves to be hood- 
winked, and led by the moſt abandoned of Men. 
Their Fall, whenever jt happens, will be as un- 
pitied by the Wiſe and Virtuous, as their Perſons 
are now deſpiſed and contemned. Power and 
Force may preſerve them for a Time, precarious 
Comfort ! But certain Ruin muſt inevitably be 
the Lott of thoſe who loſe the Hearts of their 
People, which never fails to happen from the Con- 
tinuance of coerſive Meaſures. 

I have known, in my time, many of thoſe de- 
Inded Princes, who-pinned their Safety to the 
Sleeves of a ſmall Party, formed for his own 
immediate Safety, by a bold and power-graſping 
Under- Agent ; but I have always obſerved, they 
were as unfortunate as they were weak and un- 
wiſe. And I have obſerved alſo, that for the 
moſt part, Avarice, that Root of all Evil, was 
the Magnet which drew all their Calamities upon 
them. This Paſſion, of all thoſe Human Nature 
is liable to, is never ſatiated. It grows up with 
Man as he advances into Years, and bloſſoms in 
old Age, when all his other Paſſions ſubſide and 
wither. Cruel Companion, which ingroſſes the 
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Soul moſt, when the Caſe is leaſt capable of re- 


liſhing the Enjoyments of Life? This innate, 
imperceptible Tyrant, Paſquin, makes great Ha- 


vock in private Life ; but he lays all waſte, and 


ravages without Mercy when he is ſeized of 
Thrones. A covetuous King is the greateſt National 
Curſe in the Store of Heaven; he does not only 
lunder himſelf, but prote&s the Plunderers of his 
People ; he chuſes his Favourites from among the 
Corrupt and Vitious, and they riſe or fink in his 
Eſteem, in Proportion to their Skill in fleecin 
the Publick, and Aſſiduity in filling his Cefers. 
His Councils and his Senates meet but to gratify 


his Minion Paſſion ; his Treaties and Alliances 


are calculated to give Colour for Oppreſſion, and 
his Truces are as burthenſome to his Subjects, as 
the Wars of his Predeceſſors. All his Thoughts, 
all his Actions tend to the Accumulation of Wealth, 
and though he himſelf be the greateſt Oeconomiſt in 
his Dominions, he incourages Profuſion and Lux- 
ury in others, for the Advancement of his Revenies, 
or for Purpoſes leſs juſtifiable. 

But I ſhould remember, my good Paſquin, that 
you have a long Journey to make: I am ſo out 
of Humour at the Vice and Corruption of the 
preſent Age, that looſe all my Patience, and for- 
get that thou art naturally an Enemy to long- 
winded Harangues. Fly then my Friend, and 
bring us glad Tidings: from the Shrine of St. 
Janvier, that great Worker of Miracles. At 
thy Return I will keep my Promiſe with thee, 
and ſatiate thy Curioſity as to the publick Affairs. 
But what do I ſee, Signior C—, the Apoſtolick 
Cabinet Courier in full Speed bound for Naples. 
Thou mayeſt, my little Mercury, intruſt him with 
thy Diſpatches, or accompany him in his Journey. 
3 | Pal. 
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- Paſ, I will take thy firſt Advice Marforio, for 
thou haſt given me a Surfeit of the young Mo- 
narch's Court ; I have no Stomach for the Air 
of Sicily or Spain, which my natural Freedom of 
Speech might probably oblige me to breathe, if 
J ſhould once ſet my Foot within the Reach of 
the Stripling Don's Power. No, no, I am an 
Enemy to Reſtraint, Freedom is my Birth-right ; 
I have enjoyed it for many Centuries in ſpite 
of the Iaquiſition; I preſerved it during the Pon- 
tificate of Sixtus V. himſelf, and I am reſolved 
not to part with it whilſt the leaſt Trace of the 
Cheſil remain on my furrowed Forehead. Li- 
berty, my dear Marforio, is the greateſt Bleſſing 
Heaven can beſtow ; ſhe was given Man for a 
Completion of his Terreftial Happineſs, and is it 
not amazing he ſhould part with the glorious 
Bliſs, for the Geugaws and Smiles of the Ambi- 
tious | How divinely bright, my old Friend, did 
this lovely Goddeſs ſhine here in the Infancy of 
this Auguſt Place 'of our Birth ; how received 
and adored was ſhe, before curſed Ambition, 
Craft, and Intrigue drove her to the bleak Re- 
gions of the North and Weſt !l——You, my dear 
Marforio, and myſelf, have been, for Ages, the 
only Harbingers of the Divinity in Rome, thanks 
be to the Envy and Malice of the abject Slaves 
around us, . 

Marf. Alas, my good Paſquin, the Freedom 
we enjoy deſerves not the Name of Liberty ; 
we harbour not the Deity but by ftealth and in 
the Dark ; we are not permitted to entertain 
her by the Light of the Sun, nor to treat her 
without Reſtraint. We are narrowly obſerved by 
the Officers of the Holy Office on one Hand, and 
by the Civil Magiſtrate on the other; our Com- 
Plaints muſt þe in the General; the Liberty of 

a arraigning 
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arraigning Particulars, or pointing out the Vices 
and Crimes of Individuals is not allowed us. 
We are obliged to deal in Fable and Alluſion only, 
and even theſe are often ſtrained, tortured, and 
conſtrued to our Deſtruction, by ſome venal, ab- 
je& Slave cloathed in Furr, deeply skilled in the 
Doctrine of Inuendo. If we ſpeak to be under- 
ſtood, we are torn to Pieces by the Harpies of 
Lawleſs Power; and if we veil our Thoughts 
with Allegory, the Groſs of the People ſee not 
our Meaning till their Properties are invaded, 
and their Freedom be loſt beyond Reſource. 
Talk not then, my old Acquaintance, of Liberty 
in Rome; ſhe has no Manſion here; that Liberty 
you ſo much brag of, that Phantome you and I 
enjoy, is but the Shadow of the Goddeſs. 

I do agree, Paſquin, that Liberty took her flight 
to the North and Weſt after ſhe quitted ah; 
but alas! her Stay in thoſe boiſtrous Climates 
was not of long Duration. Folly, Craft, and 
fell Ambition, forced her beyond the Line, to 
ſome barren Soil not worth the Care or Con- 
tention of the Proud and Vicious. The fair 
Nymph had a Temple erected to her in Hungary, 
and another in Bohemia, but Ambition, my Friend, 
had long ſince drove her thence. She was for 
ſome time alſo, revered in Germany, but there 
remain no Footſteps of the Deity there at pre- 
ſent, I once thought her abode in Denmark 
and Sweden would have been of Duration, but 
thou ſeeſt I was miſtaken; there is not a Trace 
of the Goddeſs to be found in the firſt, and 
what appears of her in the other, is mere Tinſel 
and Outſide. A few {laviſh Subjects in this laſt, 
to gratify private Avarice and Ambition, hare 
fettered the fair Maid, and delivered her in that 
Condition to their Foreign Maſter, to be * 
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of at his Pleaſure. The Goddeſs had been ba- 
niſhed the wide extended Ruſſian Empire for Ages 
and her Shrines in Poland, the only Kingdom in 
the North, where ſhe had been longeſt adored, are 
now ſcarce perceivable. A—— — IL untiled 
her Temples there, about thirty Years ago,, and 
it is probable, his Son will throw down the Walls, 


and as Troy was ſerved of old, fow Wheat or Salt 


where the bright Fabrick ſtood. 

Should we ſeek the Goddeſs Weſtward, we 
ſhall ſtill find her Track covered over with the 
Duſt of Power and Corruption. As ſhe had al- 
ways delighted moſt to breathe the freer Air of 
Commonwealths, one would think ſhe might 
be found in that of Holland; but I aflure thee, 
my dear Paſquin, the real Goddeſs is long ſince 
flown from thence, and left only a falſe Damon 
behind her, attired in her refulgent Robes. The 
Groſs of the Dutch, like the Multitude at Venice, 
are Slaves, abje& Slaves, with this Difference, 
that here the Tyrants are Heriditary, and there 
they are durante Vita only. Would you believe 
it Paſquin, that there are at this very Time, a 
very few in Holland, not above ſix in Number, 
who govern as abſclutely all the Seven Provinces, 


as ever Louis XIV. did the Kingdom of France. 


believe me there are; the Conduct of the States 
during the late War, confirms to a Demonſtra- 
tion, what I have ſaid concerning the Power and 
Influence of theſe few, Wars and Confuſions 


naturally rouze the Multitude to an exertion of 


their Freedom ; the War of 1672, ſtripped the 
De Mitts of their Influence and their Lives into 
the Bargain. The preſent Dutch Dictators are wiſe 
from Example, and have and will, I dare An- 
{wer for it, go into no Meaſures that ſhall 

wn endanger 
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endanger their own Influence, let the Conſequence 
to the Commonwealth be never ſo fatal  _ 
I ſhall not trouble thee, Paſquin, with a Rela- 
tion of the preſent State of Liberty in France, Spaitt 
and Portugal, becauſe thou well knoweſt that tw 
Members of the Sacred College had quite baniſhe 
the Goddeſs from the Firſt, towards the Bepin- 
ing of the laſt Century; and as to the to more 
Southern Kingdoms, where the Inquiſition continues 
its priſtin Force and Vigour, you know too much 
of that awful Judicature, to expect that fair Liber- 
ty ſhould be worſhiped within the Extent of irs 
fariſdiGion. 


. © Paſq. Art thou tired already Marforio, of fol- 


lowing the Goddeſs from Region to Region iti 
vain ? If thou art ſo ſoon out of Breath, thou 
wilt never be able to perform thy Promiſe to me 
concerning the Origin, Progreſs, and Exit of the 
late War. I am much afraid, my antique 
Neighbour, thy Memory fails thee, as much, ot 
more, than thy Lungs; for, what elſe, but the 
want of Memory or Malice, could have induced 
thee to beat up for the Milk- white Hitd every 
where but juſt where thou wert morally fufe to 
find her; Methinks a quick- ſcented Political 
Beagle, as thon art reputed to be, would have 
{melt out the Divine Game during thy Stay, ſhort 
as it was, either in Hollaud or France : But per- 
haps the Squeamiſhneſs of thy Stomach, and the 
Cowardlineſs of thy Heart, would not permit thee 
my old; but Freſh-water Friend, to venture th 
ſhattered Carcaſs on. the Salt, faithleſs Deep, i 
queſt of the lovely Wanderer. Be ingenuous wit 
me Marforio, and tell me why thou did not 
k out the Goddeſs in the fair Fields 'of Britain 
gere her Temples are ſaid to be crowded with 
otaries ſuperlatiyely happy, |, _ 
F ² ² *¹—] Mir 
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Marf. The Britons, my dear Paſquin, were they | 


all of the ſame Opinion concerning the preſent 
State of their Freedom, as they are not, would 
not be the only People in the World that had 
thought themſelves Free without being really ſo. 


Our own Countrymen, a very few virtuous Pa- 


triots excepted, had bragged of their Freedom 


during the Influence of that Monſter Sejanus, 
though the whole World, beſides themſelves, 


ſaw they were the moſt abje& Slaves under the 
Sun, The Word Liberty, it is true, was in the 
Mouths of all our grave Senators; and the Capitol 
ecchoed the glorious Sound ; but alas, Eccho and 
Sound were all the deluded Romans were poſſeſſed 
of in thoſe unhappy Days. Julius and Auguſtus had 
artfully grafted Irreligion, Luxury, and worſe, 
Corruption on fair Freedom's Tree, which Sejanus, 
under the Shadow of Tyberius's Power had ſo 
ſtudiouſly dreſſed and pruned, that the poiſonous 
Branches ſoon reached the Skies, and ſhaded the 


whole Empire. The old Trunk remained, it is 


true, but ſo withered and ſhrivelled, that it 
ſtood quite neglected, whilſt univerſal Adoration 
was paid the baleful Head. All the Actions of 
that wicked Miniſter had the Sanction of the Se- 
nate; but how was that awful Sanction obtained? 
Wilt thou ſay that Dread of his Power and Cor- 
ruption have had no ſhare in the ſervile Conde- 
ſcention of that one Auguſt Aſſembly, or that 
a People can be called Free, that have their Liber- 
ties and Properties bartered away for the 
Gold and Smiles of a powerful, inſatiable Fellow- 
Subject. 


% 


N 
No, my dear Paſquin, Servitude is ſtill Servi- 
tude, whether it be dealt out by one or many 
Hands; it is not one Whit the more paltable for 
being cooked up by the concurrent Aſſent of 


mary 


* 
„„ 


wiſe and jealous of their Freedom, as the World 


„ 
many ; I ſhould rather think it leſs loathſome when ic 
is ſerved up by ſingle than by a complicated Power, 
becauſe the Probability of its Duration, under 
the Direction of ſingle Tyranny, is not ſo ſtrong 
as when it is countenanced and ſupported by a Pen- 


ſioned Herd. The Multitude become much ſooner 


jealous of the Attempts of an individual than of 
the more ſpecious Attacks of Numbers, particu- 
larly when theſe laſt have the Art to gild over 
their Deſigns with Patriotiſm and publick Good, 
in which they ſeldom are wanting. — Doeſt thou 
think, Paſquin, the old Romans, debaſed as they 
were, would have ſo tamely and ſo long bore the 


Weight of Sejanus's Yoke, if their ſuppoſed Guar- 


dians, the Senate, had not authorized all the Acts 
of his Power . Not at all, my dear Friend, the 
Continuance of his Influence and Wickedneſs was 


ſolely owing to that ingrafted Veneration which 


our Anceſtors bore to every thing that had Sena- 
torial Sanction. They vainly imagined, for a while, 
thoſe Overſeers of their Liberties not to have been 
ſuſceptable of Corruption, nor capable of be- 
traying the Confidence repoſed in them. They 


were weak enough to imagine, theſe Pillars of 


their Freedom would not have pnt up the Liberties 
of the Community, with which their own and that 
of Poſterity were blended, to publick Sale ; they 
could not be perſuaded, that the venerable Fathers 
of their Country would have bowed their Necks 
for preſent Sordid Gain, to be trod upon by a 
Wicked, Ambitious, Muſhroom Miniſter, whoſe 
Vanity and Corruption were as notorious as his want 
of Skill and Ability, for the Truſt repoſed in him 
by his partial Maſter, was conſpicuous. 
Bur we now know, Paſquin, that our Anceſtors, 


took them to be, were miſtaken, moſt grolly 
| Ga) 
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miſtaken, We know that they were betrayed by 
their Guardians, and that publick Veneration for 
the Acts of the Senate had brought about, at laſt, 
the Privation of that Liberty, which had been the 
Glory as well as Security of the Autients, and the 
Work of Ages. The Records of Antiquity are 
full of the bad Conſequences that had attended 
the Venality of National Aſſemblies ; Modern 
Hiſtory furniſhes many Examples of the ſame Na- 
ture, and it is now no Secret that all the preſent 
Defootick Power of Europe is founded on the Cor- 
ruption of thoſe that were bound as well in Duty 
as in Intereſt to ſtand in the way of Lawleſs and 
Arbitrary Force. — But to give you my Thoughts 
of the preſent State of Liberty in Britain, where 
you ſeem to think the lovely Virgin Reigns with 
uncontrouled Authority, | 

In my Enquiry after the bright Deity, I own I 
purpoſely avoided ſeeking her amongſt a People to 
whom my Countrymen here at Rome are more ob- 
liged than to any other Nation in Europe. I was 
unwilling to differ in Opinion, as I muſt have done, 
if I did not differ from myſelf, from a People that 
ſpend annually ſo much of their Wealth among the 
abject Slaves of [taly. They are a proud, hanghty 
Nation, that do not eaſily brook Contradiction 

om any Foreigners, but thoſe that eat of their 

Hama, and drink of their Nectar within the 
Bounds of their own Four Narrow Seas, But ſince 
you require it, Paſquin, I ſhall trace out, in the 
beſt Manner I am able, the Footſteps of Liberty 
amongſt a People, that will not allow any of their 
Neighbours on the Continent to have any Sort of 
Acquaintance with her ; but I muſt tell the before 
hand; that the Undertaking will very likely be at- 
tended with Baniſhment, from amongſt them, 
of our beloved Farionelli, and all our other 1 * 
Ez: Lin ing 
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Ung and fiddling Country-Men and Women, who 
long have, and now do, raiſe handſome Eſtates by 
the Courteſy and Curioſity of theſe Weſtern a- 


morato s of F —e Freedom and Novelty.— I 


ſee thee reſolved to ſatiate thy Curioſity, at any 

Hazard, and therefore thus begin —— 
If real Liberty; conſiſted in the Variety of Religi- 
ons Worſhip, and in unbounded Licentiouſneſs 
of Writing and 8 the Britons may be ſaid 
to enjoy the Divine Bleſſing in higher Perfection 
than even our own Anceftors, from the expulſion of 
the Tarquins, to the Diatorſhip of Julius. But as 
I am of Opinion, that there are very many other 
more valuable Ingredients neceflary, towards the 
Compoſition of what I underſtand by real Freedom, 
I cannot help diſſenting from thoſe who imagine 
the ſolid Blefling is now to be found in that once 
happy Hand. „ „„ „„ „ „ 0 * # # * 
od evo og 0 +06 un 0 
, 5 de ſunt Muka, 1 
Paſquin. I cannot doubt, -Mayforio, of the 
Truth of thy Account of the preſent Freedom of a 
People you ſeem to be intimately acquainted with, 
and I own myſelf much obliged to thee, for ſetting 
me right, as to the Nature of their Gevernmenc 
and Conſtitution, which I confeſs to have always, 
before now, ſeen in quite another Light than thou 
haſt put them into. I imagined the Genius of antient 
Rome had been tranſplanted to the fair Mand, 
that all her happy Inhabitants breathed Conſw4a 
Air. But I ſee my Error, and am TY aa ea 
ſomewhat more. than empty Sound, Tumult, Free- 
dom of Tongue and Pen is required to conſtitute 
real ſpotleſs Liberty. I ſee the Difference between 
ſubſtantial andiimaginary Happineſs, and eaſily per- 
ceive how ſucceſsfully Art and Ambition may be 
e C employed 
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employed, amongſt a People that are incapable of 
. diſtinguiſhing the Subſtance from the Shadow, I 


ſee alſo, that a People may be acceſſary to their 


own Incapacity of diſtinguiſhing, and that no Iucapa- 
city is ſo ſhameful and dangerous as that rooted in 


Corruption, and ſupported by Luxury. But how, 
my good Friend, do the Vices of diſtant Nations 


affect either thee or me, whoſe Influence is con- 


fined within the narrow Limits of theſe old Walls. 


Let our Endeavours be to combat Religious Cor- 
ruption here at home, and prevent the Fiend from 


ſeizing upon the Vatican; as for the Sons and 
Danghters of theNorthand Met, let them barter their 
precious Jewels away for Chaff, forget their own 
virtuous Anceſtors, and diſregard Poſterity as much 
as they pleaſe; It matters not, old Paſquin.—— 


Prepare thy ſelf Marforio, to ſatisfy the further 


Curioſity of thy old Acquaintance 1n relation to 
the late War; I ſhall lend thee my Ear as ſoon as 
the ſable Curtains of to-morrow's Night are drawn 
between Mortal Eyes and the bright Rays of the 
God of Day.— Adieu old Block, Adieu. 


— 


bi 
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* {4 order, Paſquin, to give thee a true Idea 
| of the Origin of the late War, I muſt be at 
the Pains of leading thee back as far as the Year 
1688 : For, except I refreſh thy Memory with a 
few curſory Obſervations on many Tranſactions of 
Moment,antecedent to the War under our preſent 
Conſideration, I ſhall find it difficult to bring thee 
to a perfect Acquaintance with the genuine Springs, 
that had ſet the hoſtile Machine in Motions, 


Paſq. 


ble of 
W, 
their 
Kcapa- 
ed in 
how, 


" Queen, who would inflame the World, that her 


thy Air, 


Paſq. I preſume, Marforio, by thy Exordium, and 
1555 thou art inclined to ſift this Matter 

to the Bottom, and that I may not be tempted to 
ive thee any Interruption in thy Narrative, I be- 
lech thee, to indulge my Curioſity in, Relation to 
one Trivial Point, before thou groweſt too ſerious 
for impertinent Inquiries, - I ſnould he glad to be 


informed by thee, why our Roman Political, Niblers 


had beſtowed the Epithet of Female on the War 


thou art about to diſcuſs: I cannot, for my Life, 


conceive, how our Virtuoſos could take it into 
their Heads to Impute to the fair Sex, a War that 
has been carried on with ſuch Male Fury and De- 
ſtructioun. TE Ke is 
Mar. If we view the late War in a certain im- 
mediate Light, we ſhall be apt to agree with thoſe 


that impure it to the Caprice and Ambition of the 


Fairer Part of the Creation ; but for my own Part, 
that have regularly and impartially traced this 
Matter as far as it will go, I am ſteadfaſtly of 
Opinion, that the Wal in Queſtion took its Riſe 
ſolely from Maſculine Ambition, and Luft of Power. 

I will not however deny, but that the Fair have 
aided in the Support of it; nor will I altogether 
refufe them their Share of the Glory of putting 


an End to it. 


Thoſe who ignorantly have beſtowed the Appel- 
lation of Female on the lateWar, argue, that it had 
owed its Being to the Vanity of a certain great 


more peaceable Sire might have a Chance, during 


the general Confuſion, of ſeizing upon real Royal- 


* 


ty, and dropping the imaginary One he had long 


eſſed with great Self- content and Satisfaction · 
They tell you further, this Fair Incendiary took 
to her Aid a neighbouring Heroine, famed through- 
out Europe, as well for Female Fortitude and 
| Ig won J nb og: s M.artial 
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Martial Exploits, as for unbounded Ambition 
and inordmate Thiyrſt of Power. They ſtrengthen 


their Argument by aſſerting, that a certain power- 


ful Northern Amazon, jealous of Fame, and think- 
ing her Glory would be eclipſed by the Proweſs 
0 


the Southern Ladies, e 3 neigh- 
Thoughts of a Crows. 


bouring Durcheſs with the 
* This laſt, they ſay, ſo effeually wrought on the 
Eaſineſs of her more inactive Hutband s Temper, 
that he became Competitor for the Crown that had 
been deſigned, by his Royal Daughter, for the 


Reſigned Prince made mention of above. The 


Conteſt now, they ſay, became equal, as to Num- 
ber, two and two of a Side; but as the Heroines 
of the South abounded much more in Wealth, the 
Sinues of War, than thoſe of the North; theſe 
laſt implored the Aſſiſtance of a very great Lady, 
ſituated between the Contending Parties. 

This Fair One, whoſe Tranſcendent Beauty 


had long, and oy eee the Heart of 


her indulgent Lord, perſuaded him that the fu- 
ture Settlement and Proſperity of his Daughters, 
depended on his making a right Uſe of the HF- 


male Contention already ſet on Foot. He took 
the ſage Advice of his Minerva in ſupport of the 


Northern Laſſes. The Match was now become 


unequal, as to Numbers at leaſt, and therefore it 


was judged Neceſſary by the Southernt, to call in a 
Third to their Aid: They fixed their Eyes on a 
certain German Princeſs, married to an ftalian 


Prince, poſſeſſed of narrow Hereditary Dominions, 
and a late acquired empty Title. This eaſy, 


-natured Princeſs, who is now no more, buoyed 
up with the- Hopes of large, rich, additional Do- 
minions and ſubſtantial Titles, was eaſily gained 
upon to perſuade the Gallant Partner of her Bed, 


to join and head his Forces in Behalf of injured 


Merit 
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Merit. Her Solicitations "i Succeſsful, and 
here again the Conteſt; as to Numbefs, became 
equal a ' ſecopU Time; but fuperior Wealth and 
Force was ſtill on the Side of the gouthetn Fir: 
To remedy this Evil, the Auma of the North 
earneſtly beſoughtithe Aid of: a great Lady in the 
et, Wealthy and Poweifulg bothbydea anti Land. 
There had been formerly very good Under 
ſtanding and great Intimacy between them and 
Her; and they hoped that tlie Change of her For- 
tune would have made ho Alteration in her 
Friendſhip ; they were atquainted with her unt 
ſimitted Power the exerciſed over her L— d, and 


her own Family. itt. 503,00 ohn ani 29 

The Southern Ladies, on the other Hand, were 
not wanting in their Importunities with the Power- 
ful Heroine of the Weſt. They repreſented to 
her, that as ſhe was intirely unconcerned in the 
Cauſe of the War, ſhe was bound io Jules, not 
to become & Party; that for their Parts, alli they 
required at her Hands, was an exact Neatrality; 
but gave her to underſtand / withal; that; they 
would let fall the whole Weight of their Power 
upon Her and Hers, if ſhe ſupported, either 
avowedly or otherwiſe, the Ladies in Arms againſt 
them. Now, whither the wealthy Metern Lady 
was intimidated on one Hand] or was of; Opinion 
on the other, that ſhe might more «ſefully employ 
her Time and her Talents in Time of Pence, than 
that of War and Confuſion, I cannot ſay; but 
certain it is, that ſhe ſtood» with her Hands acroſs 
all the Time the Female Conteſt laſted. It is 
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8 1 155 by ſome, that he muſt hare: 
been obliged to take Share in the Quarrel, if it 
had laſted another Year. But Ion myſelf, to 
be of a different Opinion, for Reaſons I may 
hereafter explain to 9 Paſquin. The ſame Me. 
tives which had withheld Her — Aiding, her old 
Friends in the Beginning; would, in all Likelihood, 
withhold Her to the End; for as the Fair are more 
beautiful than the other Sex, fo are they known 
to be much more fixed and determined in the Pur- 
ſuit of certain Favourite Objetts, . 

Thus, Paſquin, do thoſe ſuperfi cial Speculmiſtr, 
who have diſtin 1 the late, by the Name of 
Female Mar, endeavour to juſtify themſelves; bur 
in my Opinion, they have miſtaken} the whole 
Matter, and falſly impute to Female Ambitious 


Practices, what I hope!.to be able to ſhew.thee to 


have been founded on the moſt refined Politicks of 
the other more dangerous and more deſigning Sex. 

The Princes of Europe being juſtly alarmed at 
the growing formidable Power of: Name, had long 
mediated a ſtrict Union amongſt themſelves, in 
order to curb the Haughtineſs of Louis XIV. who 
bad made large Strides towards Univerſal Monar- 
chy: But as Numbers ſeldom are knon to mie 
ſo as to act with Vigour, it was ſome time before 


this neceſſary Alliance could be perfectly Cemented. 


Nor do I think it could ever are been brought 


about, had not Chance, more than any Thing elſe, 
Seated Wilian Prince of Orange, on the Britifþ 


Throne i in 1688. I ſhall not enter into the Me- 
rits of that great Reyolution; nor ſay what I 


may think concerning the Juſtice! or Injuſtice of 
it; nor ſhall I, in this Place, commend or dif- 
approve of the Means by which that Chance was 
brought about; I ſhall leave this Task to thoſe moxe 
immediately concerned in the Conſequences of it. 


But 
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ceſſor, it is certain, the Bass of ir had been laid 
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But I will ſay, that King William's natural Aver- 
ſion to the Perſon of Louis XIV. was the Funda 
tion and Support of the two great Alliances formed 
5 France in 1689 and 1701. For though the 
ar of 1702 had been carried on by William's Suc- 


1 | te me 
King William, though born a Subject, had a 
Soul ambitious, and fitted for Empires and great 
Actions; War was his Delight, and the Attempts 
of Louis XIV. upon his native Country, furniſhed 
him with Opportunities of gratifying his Favourite 
Paſſion. * His Thirſt of Martial Glory continued 
upon him after the Confuſions of his Country 
ceaſed, which the wiſer Part of his. Conntrymen 
perceiving, they projected a Method of gratify- 
ing him without much Expence to his Parent Soil. 
The Diſtractions which Liberty had wrought in 
Britain, about that time, paved the Way, and 

ave the Dutch an Opportunity of ſhifting the 
| from themſelves, and ſaddling it upon 


| their Neighbours. Theſe laſt received the D#1z2 


very with open Arms, and willingly embraced the 
Alternatives of Wars, Want, Taxes, and Jofs of 
Trade, for Peace and plenty; imagining, without 
Doubt, to have precious Freedom pn Kee 
Bargain, as an equivalent. But, my Paſquin, here 
2 „ „ % 4 „ „„ „ „„ „ „ „„ „ „ 
Well, the Dutch had parted with their Martial 
Subject; the Britons had Poſſeſſion of him apd of 
the Liberty imported along with him, and ever 
fince took into their Heads to lead Franck i wen 
Life. It fell out, however, that their Enmity t 
France pręved of ſingular Advantage te her f 
this new Monarch was conſtantly as b eo in 
the Field; as he kras outwitthd in the Cabiner HR 
as C 4 Engagements 
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Engagements with the French Forces in the Wars 
of 167 and 1689, confirm the one, and the Treaty 
of Partition proves the other to A Demonſtration. 
But what ſigniſy, my good old Friend, Loſſes and 
National Diſadvantages, when a People think, 
they enjoy fair Liberty in Exchange; the Bleſſing 
cannot be purchaſed at too dear a Rate. N 

The Britons were taught the Art of War; they 
were inſpired with Love of Danger, with Neglect 
of Induſtry, and with the ſame Averſion to Louis 
XIV. with which their great Leader was born. 
They gave into all the Vieus of their Prince, and 
moſt willingly ſacrificed their Lives and Fortunes 
in the Maintenance of the Freedom he bad reſcued, 
and to curb their Galick Fnemy. Louis, though 
ſeconded hy Fortune, in his Encounters with this 
Nation of Heroes, yet as he found them bent upon 
his Downfal, and determined to hazard their A# 
in their Attempt, he. wiſely gave them a Truce, for 
a Peace it cannot be called, that they might have 
the greater Leiſure to enter into themſelves, and 
coolly diſtinguiſh. between their real and imaginary 


Intereſt. For, whatever. Views Louis had on the Do- 


minions of ſome of his Neighbours on the Conti- 
nent,:he had noneto the immediate Diſadvantage 
of Britain: He had real good Wiſhes for her Sons, 
and honever greatly diſguſted he had been ar her 
Monarch, for his avowed Averſion to him, yet he 
had no Intention of chaſtizing the People any far- 
ther than prudential Self- ſecurity required it. 
But the Blood of Britain had been artfully put into 
a Ferment, and there was no perſuading her Heroes 
that the Truce or Peace of Ryſwicł had been founded 
on the Courteſy and good Nature of their French 
o 
721 Louis Jaw with Regret, the growing Inveteracy 
of theſe anders, and was willing to Arm bimſelf 


againſt 


eee D Ferse 


CL 


| againſt the Fury of a People that panted for an 


Opportupity of falling upon his Skirts. | He fare- 
ſaw that a Nation rather 'grown deſperate: than: 
wiſe by Experience, would ſpend every Ragg of 
their Wealth to put him down ; therefore 
dently ſet about — himſelf 0 ga 
Day of Danger. And as Ireaſure was like to 
be his beſt Support againſt the Attacks of a People 
grown wanton witch the Bleſſings of Wealth and 
Peace, for the War of | 1689 had not quite 
em ied their Purſes, he refolved-to make him 
ſelt Maſter of the Mines of Mexico and Pert. 
He. had, indeed, the beſt Right to them of an 

Man living, after the Death of the ;Prince- in 
Poſſeſſion, who happened, about that time, to be 
in a very declining State of Health, Bur being 
ſenſible that his Title, juſt ab it was, would; meet 
with Univerſal Oppoſition, he raſolved, if poſſihle, 


to compaſs that by Art and Stratigein, which it 


would be. Diflicult to attain by apen Force and 
Fine end o benim 

It muſt be owned, Paſguin, that Lows was 8 
great Adept in the Art of Diſſimulatiod, agd that 
no Man of his Time, knew better than hi 


how to make Court to the Paſſions of his, Co- 


temporaries-' The [Britons were ro be laid aſleep 
before he could think of putting his great Neſligy 
in Execntion; but how to bring the:Lethargy 
upon a bold, watchful, jealous, revengeful People, 
was the Oifcylty. A Lucky Incident, however, 
ſoon removed the Intricacies Louis had formed to 
himſelf. It was this: N „0 25 : 
A Dxtehman, in the higheſt Fayour with-Kiog 
William, was hotoured with an Embaſly to France 
on the Cangluſion of the Treaty of N t, His 
Indulgent Maſter's Coffers were open to this Mi- 

nion, and! bis Appearance at the Frtuch Court was 
-—"R as 
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as ſplendid and ſumptuous, as his Mafter was 
kind and liberal to him. Louis, who was no Stran- 


r to the Hollander's Aſcendant over his Maſter, 


him to his Intereſt,” Here were the firſt Stones 
of the famous Partition Treaty laid in Golden Sand. 


The Tinſel Fabrick was ſoon after brought to 


Perfection with the Concurrence of a few Britons 
only; that probably had been Practiced upon 
by Lonis, as the careſſed Ambaſſa dor had been at 
Verſailles before. ILY by 
It was ſtipulated, that the Treaty ſhould be 
4 Secret till after the Death of Charles IT. of 
Spam; but Secreſy would not anſwer the Purpoſes 
of the French Court. It was no ſooner: 'ratified 
than it was produced to the languiſhing Monarch, 
who, enraged, that thaſe he had taken into his 
Boſome, had taken upon them to ſever and diſpoſe 
of his Eſtate without his:Privity and Conſent, de- 
termined to bequeath his Monarchy, whole and 


” * * 


intire, to his next of Nin. 


| King Milliam, conſcious of his Miſtake, moves 


Heaven and Earth to be Revenged of Louis, who 
in reality, merited his Refentment much leſs than 
his own Dutch Favourite who had led him into the 
Stare; and yet this Minion was untouched, and 
as muchla Favourite after as before. This ſhews 


thee, my: Paſquin; that Princes have their Foibles 


as well as other Men. The Blood of Britain is 
how: to be ſpilt, her Treaſures to be exhauſted, 
and her Induſtry to be depreſſed, to rectify 
Miſtakes owing to the Iufluence, and not unlikely, 
to the Corruption of one Favourite Miniſt er. But 
ſuch has been her. Fate more than once. 

Upon the Demiſe of Charles II. a Grandchild of 
France took Poſleſſion of the Suu’ Monarchy; 


King 


ewed him uncommon-- Honours, and played ſo 
effectually __ his Paſſions, that he ſoon moulded 


King Wi nam was determined he ſhould not keep 
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it, * for that Purpoſe, formed the beſt and 
teſt Alliance that we read of in Hiſtory; but 
be did not live to ſee the happy Effects of his 
Labours. His Succeſſor, Queen Arne, went in 
with the Inclinations of her People, who had learnt 
treat the Perſon and dread the Power of Louis 
woe The old Gentleman was torne to Pieces, 
and no wonder he ſhould, for he hag all the potene 
Princes of Europe upon his Back at once; an une- 
ual Match you will ſay, Paſquin; but a Second 
goal in the 05 uncils of Britain brings Louis Com- 
fort and Relief, when he had leaſt Reaſon to 
hope for either. 

"The Enemies of Louis FE Peace have ſeaputed 
to Britiſh Corruption this happy Change in his Fa- 
vour; but for my Part, I aſcribe that great Event 
to ſolid iſgom and unrainted Patriotiſm. Wh 
might not the Britiſh Carvers of the Peace o 
Utrecht be 22 to think that the Pre judice they 
had been inſpired with againſt Louis, was unjuſt 
in itſelf, ad diſadvantagious in its Conſequen- 
ces; that, it was high Time to put a ſtopiro'the 

aſion of Chriſtian Blood d, Which had been — 
fuſely and wantonly ſpilt for above twen ye” Acer 
together, more to gratify the Paſſions Certain 
Perſons, than from real Necefſity > That they had 


been enriching other Nations with the Spoils of 
the War all the Time they were impoveriſhing 


their own: That War and Conqueſts were not the 
2 op nor Buſineſs of . a People ſubſiſting by 

rade and Induftry ; and that the late inſipid 
Notions concerning Ballincing, was deſtructive of 
"the Wollen Manufaftures, che Springs of their 
National Wealth? I ſay, Peſpun, the latter Mi- 
niſters of Queen Aune's Reign, ſeem to me to 
haye acted N ce Patriots, and ” Men of agg — 

aving 
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having extricated their Bleeding Country from 
Diſrcalties and Calamities unneceſſarily brought 
upon her: Nor could I ever find, and Secrets of 
this kind ſeldom have eſcaped me; that the neg 


Authors of the Peace of Urreclt had been gaine 
or tainted by the Gold of old Lo . 
I do, agree, that Self-preſervation ha no ſmall 
Share in the Tranſactions of thoſe Times: But 
thou knoweſt, my good old Friend, that the Po- 
Arine of Self. Intereſt and Preſervation had bees 
long, as it ſtill is, more aſſiduopſſy fudied an 
cultixated by the Ainiſters of that Iand, than all 
others: Therefore, the moſt that can be expectets 
from Britiſh Agents, is to blend a little the Pub- 
lick. Weal, with Private Intereſt, as was the Caſe in 
the Inſtapce now; before us. But this, very ſel- 
dom happens. 8 SELLERS es e $04 * . 
Louis and Europe were once again at Peace; 
his Grand- child was left in Poſſeſſion of Sain and 
the Indies; Sicily was beſtow'd on the Duke of 
Savoy, a uſeful Member of the Grand Alliance; 
and the Remainder of the old Satiſh Dominions 
were put into the Hands of the Auſtrian Family. 
One would think, Paſquin, that all the Powers 
concern'd in theſe Tranſactions would have been 
contented, and that general Peace and Concord 
| would have long continued. But the Dearhs of 
Queen Aune and Laws XIV. whictt followed upon 


— 


the Heels of the Peace of Lirecht, were attended LE 


with new Meaſures, and quite a different Syſtem 
of Politicks, than had been hitherto generall 
practiſed in Europe. I ſay, generally, becauſe 
France had, at all Times, particularly ſince = 
Miniſtry of Richlieu, obſerved and continued it 
with Succeſs. . . wa, N BY: 4 7 
A new Family ſueceeded to the Crown of Bri- 
tam, in Virtue of an Act projected 975 King 
| s 44 46 7 » 


iam, 
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72 Mam, who 2 willing to oy 
A, and the precious Liberty ad 'reſcuell 
Tan Jays of Tyranny; amongft a People 
that had implicitly ſupported him ifi his — 1 
rite Views, without much Eriq wy or Exi 
don. . The Duke f Orleans, a ſecond pom” 
had the F 115585 Bot rüſted to his Care du- 
ring the rity. of the preſent King, who was 
then ſcarcely 15 Years old. © The new Brirſb Mi- 
niftry,, who were of! a different Kidney from thoſe 
that had Immediately INE them, ſtruck out 
a new Political Path nown to their Nati 
ſince the Revolution, It is true, the Pretenſiohs 
of the Duke of Orleans to the Crown of Hane, 
in Virtue of the 11 of Utrecht, was à co- 
lourable Excuſe f. or their going. out of the © 
Road ; and had they Eee kept in View wr; 
it, might have been bur b truſting too fir 
to Frenth FriebdQhip and . ciency, they were 
ſadly bewilder d. 

France had long p ractiſed with Succeſs, « er 
ral Negotiatiqn; why mij ht not Britain try an E: 

riment. Ob had throve fo well with her Nef 


petuate his own 


tereſt and 
Ys all the 
and ſuppoxt 25 * ſhe | to wake 
E Step- Ibis, or 25005 > che Fuel Wis 
2 ee 1 the B ritiſh froiftry towards the 
ddle of the Ye x 1715. This Wiſe Reſolution 
15 nv ſooner taken, bur the Regent was courted 
and, carelled ; e Was 957 5 into the Boſoms of 
his new. P pi, 157 into their Schemes and Ser 
and N 4 iet utendaiicy of A che Britifh Af 
into his 73 unerritip Hands. 
af WE ck Machiaval, ay, knew lie Bad Is 
deal with a Fealous untteray People, was willing to 
give 
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give them Proofs of his Friendſhip, in order to 
confirm his new founded Authority over them; 
but he was too much in the Intereſt of his Cou- 
try, to feed them with any thing but whipped 
Cream, which he artfully impoſed upon theſe new 
fangled Politicians, for ſubſtantial Food. 
About this time Rebellion and Diſcontent reared 
their Heads in Britain, and threatned the Ruin of 
the Foreign Family upon the Throne. The Afift- 
ance of Fance was equally courted by the Prince 
and his Rebellious Subjects: Here was a glorious 
Opportunity for the Regent of perpetuating the 
Influence he had juſt acquired. He improves it, 
and by conniving only at the Rebellion, without 
giving it any open Support, permitted it to take 
Root, and fixed himſelf in the good Graces of the 
Court. The Britiſh Miniſtry took the Impar- 
| tiality of the Regent on this Occaſion, for an Effect 
. of his Friendſhip, when in Reality, it was that of 
his Prudence ; 2 he was wiſe enough to ſee, that 
- ſhould he have aided the Rebels according to his 
. Tnclination, he would have ſoon had the whole 
Force of the late Grand Alliance upon his Country, 
. groaning under the Preſſure of a Minority, and 
an exorbitant National- Debt. a 
The Rebellion was cruſned more by Chance and 
Diſcord, than by Valour or good Conduct of ei- 
ther Miniſters or Commanders. The Regent ſaw 
with Concern, the Peace of Britain reſtored ; but 
without endangering the very Foundation of the 
Monarchy under his Care, he could not prevent 
it. However, though his Neighbour was quiet at 
Home, he was reſolved ſhe ſhould not be ſo Abroad. 
The Wars between Sweden and Muſcovy furniſhed 
him with an Opportunity of exerciſing both his 
-Power and his Talents. He inſpires Britain with 
. Jealouſies of the Heroick King of Sweden's Inten- 
2 a 9 FE 
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tions in. favour of the Competitor to her Crown and 
her Prince, with a Deſire of making a Purchaſe 
contiguous to his Hereditary Dominions. The 
.artful Infinuations were greedily ſwallowed, and 
ſoon after the Baltick was covered with the floating 
Force of Britain. The Muſcovite and Daniſb Coaſts 
were guarded againſt the Inpotent Power of Sweden, 
whilſt the Merchant Ships of Britain were un- 
guarded and expoſed to the Depredations of Swe- 
diſh Corſairs, even whilſt her Maritime Power 
-lorded it in that narrow Sea, But this was not 
the only Inſtance of the Neglect of the Britiſh 
Admirals, or their ſuperior M— rs, in regard 
to the Commerce of their Country, + 

The fortuitous, or contrived untimely Death of 
Charles XII. gave a new Turn to the Affairs of the 


North. Peter the Great, was now become more ter- 


rible to Britain than ever Charles had been; and the 
new. King of Sweden, a German Prince, was to be 
maintained and ſupported, not only againſt the 
Weight of the Cx ars Power, but alſo againſt the 
Machinations of the virtuous few that wiſhed well 
to the lawful Heir to the Crown of Sweden, 'The 
Britiſþ Fleets appear a ſecond time in the Baltick, 
and the Maritime Force of Ruſſia is blocked up in 
her Harbours, one would think, purpoſely to ob- 
lige her to change her ancient Britiſh Clothiers for 

thoſe of Pruſſia, ee 
Thus far Matters ſucceeded to the Regent's 
Wiſh ; he found Means to keep his new Pupils in 
hot Water, in order to increaſe their Debes and 
leſſen their Trade, whilſt he himſelf was ſtudiouſly 
employed in contriving Means for the Diſcharge 
of his own, and the Improvement of Commerce. 
Now he begins to try another Experiment for the 
ſame Purpoſes, 3 
| 1 have 


\ 
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I T have told thee, Paſſuin, that the Britom in the 
bew Adthiniſtratibn, longed to try their Force at 
4 Continued Negotiation. "The Regem obſerved the 
 Conragion ſtrong upon them, and was for entring 
them fairly before they ſhonld fee their Error. 
For this Purpoſe then, did he ſend over to them 
Du Bois, the fitteſt Servant for ſuch a Maſter 4s 
ever took Petticoat or Pen in Hand. But before 
he was ſet out, he took care to ingratiate himſelf 
more particularly, to the Ruling Britons, by ob- 
taining new Favours for them from his indulgent 
Maſter. This mighty Boon was Narrowing the ne- 
Sluice bf Mardike from 40 to 17 Foot, the Foun- 
dation of the wider Works ſtill ſubſiſting, and the 
Harbour ſtill in Harn ng | how careſſed, 
how adored, was the Bearer of this precious Pre- 
ent; how triumphant were the Negoriators at their 
acceſs in the very firſt Eſſay they made in the 
myſterious Art! To Negdr#ating then went Du Bois 
and the Britons, till the Latter negotiated themſelves 
out of Breath, and fome of their beſt Hiends into 
a Coolneſs towards them. 83 
The Duke of Savoy had been à ſore Thorn in 
the Side of France during her Contentions with the 
Grand Alliance, therefore he was to be weaned, 
if poſſible, from his Attachment, by _— the 
Exchange of Sardinia upon him for the fertile 
Iſland of Sicily. The Regent had two main Points 
in view when he projected the Exchange, and en- 
gaged Britain to inſiſt upon it; for withour her 
zealous Concurrence with him, the thing would be 
impracticable. The firſt was, to alienate the Duke 
from his old Friends by the moſt compulſive In- 
Juſtice : The other, to induce the Emperor to 
agree that a Road ſhould be opened into Þaly to a 
Prince of the Houſe of Bourbon. Thus came the 


Eventual Succeſſion of Don Carles to Parma and 
Tuſcany 
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Tuſcany to be ſettled and agreed to by the Empe- 
ror, whoſe Intereſt it would have been to prevent 
it, if he had not accepted of Sicily as a ſort of 
Equivalent, to fave his Honour. For finding he 
was to be forced into a Conceſſion, he choſe to 
agree with a good Grace, rather then proclaim his 
own Weakneſs, or the Perfidy of thoſe he was 
unwilling to break with. < RY 

The Regent having gained theſe Points, perſuaded 
himſelf he might draw his Pupils into any Meaſures 
however abſurd and inconſiſtent with the Intereſt 
of their Country. He was not miſtaken, for 
about this Time, he artfully inſpired the Court of 


Spain, ſwayed by Female and Prieſiiy Ambition, to 


invade the Emperor's Talian Dominions ; and as 
he had long projected the Inpoveriſbment of his new 
Ally, Britain was taught to committ the moſt un- 
heard-of Outrage on the Maritime Force of Spain, 
that this laſt might be drove to a Neceſſity of 
breaking through a Chain of Commerce that had 
ſubſiſted for Ages between the two Nations —This 
was a Maſter-ftroke, and had its full Effect; for 
although Britain benefited more by her Trade with 
Spain than with all the reſt of Europe, yet had ſhe, 
by that one precipitate Blow, drawn upon herſelf 
the Hatred and Reſentment of the whole Spaniſh 
Nation. 

Now again, the Regent trys the Weight of his 
Influence, and perſuades his Wards to attone for 
the Injury done to Spain. They, it is true, came 
into this Expedient, which was to reſtore Gibraltar, 
with ſome Difficulty; but the dictating Ally was 
not to be trifled with; fo that to gratify him, a 
formal Promiſe of Reſtitution was made.—l am apt 
to think the Promiſe was made with an Intention 
not to be kept, and that the Regent was no Stranger 
to the Difficulties that would attend the Performs 
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ance of it; but he was willing to create a Claim 
that ſhould be attended wit much Perplexity, ex- 
travagant Expence, and loſs of Trade. 

Theſe Broils occaſioned a new Scene of Nego- 
tiation, in which Britain thought to retrieve her 
Miſtakes ; but ſhe had already put herſelf too far 
into the Power of France. In the midft of this 
Negotiating Chain, the Regent died ſuddenly ; but 
he had chalked out his Political Plan ſo clearly, and 
laid fo goad a Foundation, that his Succeſſors in 
the French Cabinet, had little elſe to do, but to 
ſteer by the Lights he had fixed with much Art and 
Labour. He had bred Difſention between moſt of 
the Members of the old Grand Alliauce; he had 
almoſt deſtroyed all the Purpoles of the Treaty of 
Utrecht ; he had opened a Gap for the Inroad of his 
Houſe into Traly ; he had eaſed his own Country of 
her Debts and Taxes, whilſt he negotiated his 
Neighbour into a Continuance, and even an Increaſe 
of hers; and he nouriſhed up the Commerce of 
France, whilſt he influenced a new Ally to ſtarve 
her Trade to Death. | 

The Unthinking would have it, that the Duke 
of Orleaus ated in Conſequence of the T itle he 
had to the Crown, in virtue of King Philip's Re- 
nunciation ; but believe it from me, Paſquin, that 
wiſe Prince had never entertained a ſerious 
Thought of the Crown. He was too well acquaint- 
ed with the Genius of the French, to imagine that 
they would be wrought upon, or forced to alter 
the Lawful Courſe of the Succeſſion. But it was 
for his Purpoſe to perſuade his neighbouring Ally, 
that he intended to aſſert the Right ſhe had pro- 
cured for him, in order to lure her into thoſe 
Meaſures that ſhould, one Day, raiſe his ambi- 
tious Horſe beyond the Reach of Envy and the 
Power of her Enemies. The Emperor, the * 
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of; Savoy, and the Dutch, ſaw into his Drift, and 
kindly warned Britain of the Shelves ſhe was craf- 


tily influenced to ſteer upon: But friendly Ad- 


vice had no Effect upon a 2 that would not 
or could not ſee the Danger. Nay, ſo arrogantly 
wilful were they, or ſo blind, that they could not 


be prevailed upon to alter their Meaſures, even 


after the Death of that Prince, whoſe Title, fri- 
volons as it was, had given ſome Colour to their 


Conduct for ſeven Years before. 
An Alteration in the Conduct of Britain was 


now looked upon as inevitable, by all thoſe that 


had mourned for her during the Influence of the 
Duke of Orleans; but they were miſtaken, for the 
new Britiſh Miniſter was not to be perſnaded to 


ſwerve from the Maxims of his Predeceſſor, un- 


willing, I will ſuppoſe, to diſoblige the only 


Court in Europe able to ſupport him, in Caſe of 
Neceſſity and Diſgrace. The M — rs of Bri- 


tain, my good old Friend, have been famed, at 
all Times, for prudently diſtinguiſhing between 
Private and Publick Iatereſt, and have ſeldom been 


known to ſacrifice the Firſt to the Latter. 


The Court of France went on in the Path that 


had been traced out by the late Regent, and that 


of Britain permitted herſelf to be {till led on as 
ſhe had been. The Trade of Negotiation went 
on, till by Treaty after "Treaty, and by Slight at- 
ter Slight, the Emperor and Spain threw themſelves 
into each others Arms, without the Privicy of 
Britain at leaſt ; however, the Tranſaction 


might have been ſo ſecret to F/ance, whole ſole 


View was, from the very Beginning, to create 
Diffidence and Jealouſy between B. icain and that 
Natural Ally. 7 75 | 

This ſudden unforeſeen Union between Spain 


and the Emberor, which ſhould have afforded _ 


Britain 
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Britain the greateſt Pleaſure, as it would have 
been a Means of diſuniting the Houſe of Bour- 
bon, was ſeen in quite a different Light by the 
Britiſh Solomons, They were taught by their 
artful Tutors, to believe that their Religion, their 
Liberties, and their Commerce were now expoſed 
to moſt imminent Danger, and that there were 
Secret Articles in the New Treaty, which ſtruck 
directly at the very Foundation of their Govern- 
ment and Conſtitution. They, the Britiſh Sages, 
fwallowed the Bait; they take the Alarm, and move 
Heaven and Earth to guard againſt the imaginary 

Evil, and be revenged of the Contracting Parties. 
In vain did the Emperor juſtify his Innocence ; 
all his Allegations were looked upon as ſo many 
Fal ſhoods and Snares: His Miniſters were baniſhed, 
his Fortreſſes were threatened ; the Ships of his 
Subjects were ſpoiled, and in ſhort, he was to be 
brought down at leaſt, if not quite ruined and un- 
inged, For theſe Purpoſes was the memorable 
Treaty of Hanover projected; for theſe Purpoſes 
alſo were three formidable Armado's ſent out to 
tlie North, South, and Weſt, beſides a ſtrong 
Squadron kept at home, to guard the Coaſt. But 
even all thoſe Precautions were not thought ſuffi- 
cient to prevent the Deſigns of the Emperor, who, 
by the by, was not Maſter of one ſingle Ship of 
Force ; a numerous Land Force was raiſed, to 

guard the Britiſh Coaſt from a Deſcent from Oſtend. 
Paſq. J very well remember, Marforio, the Eclat 
of the Britiſh Armaments in the Year 1726; but 
till now, I did not underſtand that they had been 
ſolely directed againſt Spain and the Emperor. I 
thought all the Princes of Europe had been leagued 
againſt Britain, and that ſne had been at that time 
making her dernier Efort for the Preſervation of 
her Liberty. Pray tell me, by what Means ſne 
| | came 
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came afrerwards to recover her Senſcs, and to get 
rid of her Pannick? 

Marf. 1 will tell thee, Paſquin, after France had 
led her into an Expence of near 3o Millions of 
Crowns, in which, to be ſure, the Britiſh M— r 
found his Account; after ſhe had ſuffered at 
leaſt as much more by Depredations and other Ob- 
ſtructions to her Commerce, and after the Emperor 
had been effectually cooled in his Friendſhip for 
her; I ſay, after all theſe things had been brought 
about, France vouchſafed to undeceive her, by 
informing her, that there were never any ſuch 
frightfal Secret Articles in Being, as ſhe had ima- 
gined without any real Ground or Foundation.— 
'Thus, Paſquin, went out in Smoak, a Fire which 
threatened the Repoſe of all Europe : The Flames 
did not reach farther than Britain herſelf, who in- 
deed was not quite burnt in them, tho' her Wings 
were moſt miſerably ſinged, which was all Fance 
had in View, when ſhe laid the Train, and put the 
Match into her frightened Neighbour's Hand. 

Britain was now ſenſible of her Error, but thou 
ſhalt find preſently ſhe was not become one whir 
the wiſer ; for after all this expenſive Buſtle, ſhe 
was a ſecond time induced by her favourite Aly, to 
knock under to Spain. The Spaniards, thou 
knoweſt Paſquin, are a tenacious haughty People; 
they were not contented with bare Remorſe, they 
muſt have ſubſtantial Proofs of the Repentance 
and proftered Friendſhjp of their late Enemy. 
Britain was taught to oblige them in their own un- 
couth Way, and on their own Terms. 

A Treaty, which will be as famous in after 
Ages as it is at preſent, was concluded at Seville, 
between Spain and Britain in 1729, by which the 
Eyentual Succeſſion of Dex Carlos was aſcertained 
a pew, and guarantied; and that the fickle Free 
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ſhould not again ſeize one of the Contracting 
Parties, it was ſtipulated, that the Infant Prince 
ſhould be immediately tranſported to his new Do- 
minions, by Part of that formidable Armado, which 
had lately threatned the Deſtruction of his native 
Country. It istrue, the Royal Srripling took an- 
other Road to Italy, whether out of Diſtruſt or 
otherwiſe it matters not; but his Troops and 
Equipage were convoyed by the new allied Tritons. 

Thou perhaps, mayſt think, Paſquin, that Britain 
who was to reap no other Advantage from this laſt 
Treaty, than bare Reconciliation, had done as much 
as could be well expected from her; but thou muſt 
know, that France had taught her younger Branch 
never to be ſatisfied. T hus inſtructed then, Saiũ in- 
fiſts a new on the Performance of former Promiſes, 
and however induſtriouſly the great Secret has been 
hitherto preſerved, I will tell thee, that by a ſe- 


crer Article in this very Seville Treaty, G——*® 
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I am ſatisfied, this ſolemn Stipulation was not 
intended to be performed, any more than leſs bind- 
ing Engagements had been ſeven years before; 
not that J imagine the Britiſh Miniſter would he- 
ſitate one Moment to purchaſe ſolid Peace, during 
his own Iußuence, at this or any other Expence ; _ 
but becauſe I do not think he will venture to exaſ- 
perate his Fellow Subjects more than they are 
already. If they had tamely acquieſced in one 
of his late Projects, which J am apt to believe was 
thrown out purpoſely to ſee how much they would 
bear, I am of Opinion, he would have brought the 
Secret Article to light long before that Time; but 
as he miſcarried in that, I cannot think he will ven- 
ture on this; though I can tell him, without the 
Gift of Propheſy, that his Country will. never be 
at reſt, till ſhe has kept her Faith more religiouſly - 

| than 
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than ſome of her Neighbours ſay ſhe -has done 
for the Time. paſt. But as I ſhall have Occaſion 
in my next Conference with you, Paſgrnin, to con- 
ſider this Matter more paaticularly, I ſhall for the 

reſent take my Leave of thee, for Aurora already 
diſplays her Charms. Good Morning. 


— 


DrALO GU E III. 


Paſq. XVX/ELCOME, my dear Mayforio, to 
thy impatient old Acquaintance, 
thou haſt raiſed my Curioſity to the higheſt Pitch, 
and art come moſt importunely to give it Satisſac- 
tion. I have naturally weighed thy Introduction 
to the late War, and can perceive without any 
Difficulty, that the artful Practices of the late 
Duke of O-leans on his unwiſe Neightours, had 
paved the Way for the late Confuſions on the 
Continent ; but I cannot ſo readily bring myſelf 
to think, that the Tranſactions, antecedent to the 
Death of Louis XIV mentioned in the firſt Part of 
thy Narrative, have been in any Shape, pro- 
ductive of them. Therefore, my good old Friend 
be pleaſed to clear up that Matter a little more to 
my Satisfaction. 5 
Mar. We oughit not, Paſquin, to confine our 
ſelves to immediate Objects in Political Re- 
ſearches; we muſt often feek for remote Cauſes, 
af we would arrive at a true Knowledge of the 
grand Miſtery of Publick Affairs. Moft, or rather 
all the natural Calamities, that have happened ia 
the World, were owing to an Inobſervation of 
this farſt Political Maxim. It is true, the Britons 
3 of 
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of the latter Part of the laſt Century, cannot be 
ſaid to have had any immediate Hand in the Tranf- 
actions of the preſent Age; but will any Man ſay 
therefore, that they had not, at this Time, laid 
the Foundation for all thoſe expenſive Imp X 
Meaſures, which their Succeſſors had unweariedly 
purſued to this? Can it be ſaid, that France had 
not the Spaziſh Monarchy in view, when ſhe gave 
Europe Peace at Ryſwick, and that the Partitiou 
Treaty which. was a Conſequence of that Peace, 
had not ſecured that Monarchy to France, which 
in all human Probability had never happened, if 
the War of 1689 had never been? Can it be de- 
nied, that the enſuing War of 1702 was found- 
ed on the Meaſures antecedent toit, and that the 
Treaty of Utrecht, which put an End to it, had 
created that Title to the Crown of France, which the 
late Regent had ſo ſucceſsfully improv'd to the Diſ- 
advantage of his credulous Neighbours ? Will it not 


be allowed, that the very Regency of that artful 
Prince had been — to thoſe Meaſures that had 


raiſed hin to the Rank of firſt Prince of the Blood, 
by the Excluſion of Philip of Anjou, whe might 
probably have remained in France, if the Condu& 


of certain States had not drove Charles TI. of Spain, 


to conſtitute him his univerſal Heir ? May it not 
be affirmed again, that the late Engagements be- 
tween France and B , which you yourſelf have al- 
lowed to have been partly productive of the late 
Invaſions of that Crown to have been owing to cer- 
tain Meaſures of the laſt Age, which created a Sort 
of Parity between the Title of the Regent, and that 
of another certain Royal Family ? + | 

' Conſider, Paſquin, with one Attention, what [ 
had ſaid in my laſt Converſation, and I doubt not 
thou wilt agree with me, that the Seeds, at leaſt, of 
the late Conffiop had been ſown in the laſt Cen try. 
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I will not deny but that the Miſtakes of the laſt 
Age might have been partly corrected in this, had 
the Management of Publick Affairs fallen into 
skilful, virtuous Hands; nor do I think it impro- 
bable, but that the very firſt Authdrs themſelves, 
of the Errors complained of, had they outlived 
Loui XIV. would have changed Hands, and en- 
deavoured to undo all their own once-boaſted 
Handy-work : But they were moſtly cut off, or out 
of Power before the fatal Day of Reckoning 
came. The Direction of Affairs fell into the 
Hands of Men of a different Complexion, who 
like their Predeceſſors indeed, ſaw not an Inch 
into Fururity ; but who, very unlike thoſe, acted 
upon Self-preſerving, Self- intereſted Principles, 
without a Mixture of one Grain of either Ho- 
nour or. Honeſty, I am inclined to believe that 
the firſt acted upon a Principle they thought juſt 
and neceſlary; tho' Numbers differed from them 
in Sentiment: But I cannot perſuade myſelf to 
hare the like charitable Opinion of their Succeſ- 
ſors, who had infallible Experience for their Guide. 

I ſhall now, Paſquin, proceed in my intended 
Diſcuſſion of the true Springs that ſet the late 
War in Motion, upon a Preſumption that what I 
had now ſaid has ſolved thy Scruples, concerning 
the firſt Part of my laſt Diſcourſe. 

In vain, Paſquin, have the Partiſans of France 
endeavoured to deceive the World, by imputing 
the late War, and all its miſchievous Operations 
to the Oppoſition given to Staniſlaus's Election to 
to the Crown of Poland They might, indeed, 
think to impoſe on the Credulous and Unski!ful, 
but could never hope to ſucceed with the Wiſe 
and Obſerving. The Ele&ion of Poland, it is 
true; gave a Colour for blowing up a Mine, 
which France had been buly in laying for a Sg 
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ries of Years : But if that fortuitous Firebraud 
had not been put into her Hand, ſhe would 
have ſeized upon any other as ſoon as the Mea- 
ſure of her great Deſigns was full. All Europe, 
thoſe alone excepted, who were neareſt concerned 
in the Conſequences of her Ambition, were 
ſenſible. of the "Intentions of France, and ſaw 
with Concern, the daily Increaſe of her Influence 
over thoſe that ſhould be a Check upon her In- 
ſolence. But, what Advantage could the pener 
trating hope for from the Superiority of their Diſ- 
cernment, when the Deluded were' grown: in 
Love with their Chains, and Deaf to all friendly 
Expoſtulation ? | 1 | 

I will not directly charge France with Views to 
Univerſal Monarchy, though ſhe was thought by 
ſeveral judicious Perſons, to ſquint that Way 
ever ſince the Days of Henry IV. But I am 
fully perſuaded ſhe has been inclined, for more 
than a Century, as ſhe till is, to make the Rhine, 
from its Source to its. Diſcharge into the the Maes, 
the Barrier of her Empire; and I add, that, 
ſne never has had ſo good a Chance for the Com- 
pletion of her Views as at this very Time. This 
will appear more probable to thee, my Friend, 
than perhaps it does at preſent, after I ſhall 
have gone through my Obfervations on the pre- 
* Conſequences of the Peace now on the 
nvil. | S | | 4 75 
France had at all Times ſet her Heart upon the 
Conqueſt of the Netherlands, and had gone more 
than once very near accompliſhing her Deſigns; 
But as the united Wealth of Britain and Holland 
had been a conſtant Check upon her, ſhe was de- 
termined to lay hold of all Opportunities for ſever- 
ing thoſe Powers, and for daming up the Come- 
rical Channels, that rendered them rich and 
formidable. 
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idable; She had made many bold puſhes to 
is End; but never had a favourable Opening 
ill the. Regency of the late Duke of Orleams. | 
That great Genius ſaw himſelf careſſed by a new 
et of Minifters in Britain, as had been already 
blerved, who gave Implicicly to his Views, without 


rictly examining into the genuine Mortives of his 
Wcions, imagining, I will ſuppoſe, that his o.] n 
er{onal Intereſt, was abſtracted from that of his 
ountry, and that he would imbark it on the 
ame Bottom which carried that of their Royal 
aſter. The artful Prince, ſenſible of the Ad- 
antage Fortune had thrown in his Way, carefully. 
mproved it, till he had drained them of their 
ealth, loaded them with freſh Burthens, ſtopt up 
he Current of their Induſtry, and rendered them 
ealous of their warmeſt Friends. Jealouſy natu- 
ally: begets Jealouſy, as Friendſhip begers Friend- 
hip, and ſo it 1 here; for as the Bin. 
became jealous of their old Allie: without Cauſe, 
he laſt become cool and indifferent towards 
hen. a 
The Dutch were ſomewhat more cautious, and 
eſerved towards that inchanting Prince; but not 
o guarded, but that he found means to fow the 
Seed of Diſcord between them and rhe Emperor, 
heir natural Ally. Firſt, he had inſpired them 
ith Apprehenſions, that he intended to reſtore 


© the Commerce of the Auſtrian Nethertands, and that 
e For that Purpoſe he would ſtrip them of their - 
1; Barrier, and attempt opening the Navigation of" 
rd the Scheld. They were alſo taught to believe, that 
> 


the Eaft- India Commerce from Oftend, was pur- 
- poſety authorized to pave the Way for the Em- 

Peron other more dangerous and excer five Deſigus 
id upon them. | 8 | 
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The Regent did not confine his Schemes to the 
Maritime Powers alone, but practiſed, and with 
Succeſs, on ſeveral Princes in Germany. King 
of Pruſſia was bouyed up, on one Hand, with 


Hopes of ſucceeding to certain German/Domi- 
nions, which on the other, the Elector Palatine's 
Heir was taught to expect; and both were wrought 


into an Indifterence towards the Emperor, as he 
was repreſented to be a ſecret Enemy to both, 
The Notoriety of the ſucceſsful Practices of 
France, at the Court of Munich, makes it unne- 
ceſſary to conſider that Point minutely- And it 
15 now no Secret, that ſhe had acquired the ſame 
Aſcendant over the Court of Dreſden, which in all 
Likelihood would have continued to this Day, 
if the Czarine had not found Means to deſtroy it 


by the more ſubſtantial Offer of the Crown of 
Poland. The King of Sardinia was ſucceſsfully ! 


rampered with in his turn; but as the Reſentment 
of this Prince has been already accounted for, in 
my Obſervations on Du Boir's Negotiations at 
London, in 1616, I ſhall proceed, without farther 
— in this Place, on his particular 
Caſe. | 

Thou wilt remember, Paſquin, that antecedent 
to moſt of the Machinations of France, the Regent 
had artfully opened his Road into Italy, by ſecuring, 
as far as Pen and Ink would go, the Eventual 
Succeſſion of Don Carlos, to three of the faireſt 
Provinces in /taly, Can any one think the Duke of 
Orleans provided this Reverſion purely out of Re- 
gard or Compliment to the Queen of Fain? Far 
from it, my good Paſquin, he had other Views, 
beſides that of gratifying Female Ambition, and 
they were partly theſe : Firſt to create a Miſun- 
derftanding between the Maritime Powers and the 
Emperor,who was, in a Manner, bullied by him into 
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his Approbation of that great Tranſaction; Secon- 
ly, to pave his own Way to the Kingdoms of Va- 
ples and Sicily, which he thought much more eaſily 
acquired than that of Fance, with all her Cob- web 
Renunciations; and, Laſtly, that this created Title 
for a Prince of his Houſe, which he foreſaw 
would be diſputed by the Emperor, might give a 
Colour for the War he meditated to make upon 
him, as ſoon as he had brought his Schemes to Per- 
fection. ENS wi | 
I do not know, Paſquin, whether or no thou 
haſt ever heard before, of the late Regent's Deſigns 
upon Naples for his own Family; but the Matter 
is now no Secret in France, nor was it any to the 
Imperial Court, even whilſt that Prince lived, and 
had he exiſted to this Time, you would have ſeen 
him King of the two Sicilies, at the ſame Time that 
Charles would have been Monarch of Lombardy. 
This was his Scheme, and he would have executed 
it, had his great Life been prolonged. 
Thou. muſt not wonder, my Friend, that the 
Duke of Orleans had cloathed himſelf with the 
Lamb's Skin, and appeared fond of pruning the 
Olive Tree all the Time of his Adminiſtration ; it 
was his own private Intereſt, it was that of his 
King and Country, to wear the Appearance ofPeace 
and Concord ; without that Mask he could not 
hope to be able to impoſe upon his credulous 
Neighbours, nor work his Country out of Poverty, 
and an exhorbitant Debt in Power and Affluence. 
Beſides, he labonred under a Mirority, which in 
France, more than in any other Kingdoms, ties 
up the Hands of the Adminiſtration. But had that 
intriguing Prince lived to the Birth of the pre- 
ſent Dauphin, we ſhould: have ſeen him carrying 
on another kind of War, than that I am here ac- 
counting for. | | | 
Fs The 


e | 
The Prince, who ſucceeded the Duke of © 
beans in the French Adminiſtration, though mut 
inferior to his great Predeceſſor in Capacity, b. 
till Senſe enough ro walk by the Lights that h 
been carefully fixed up at preper Diftances, | 
could not well go aftray ; but as new Miniſte 
are always known to be fond of Novelties, in ord: 
. I ſuppoſe, to raiſe a Reputation at the Expenc 
of the Deceaſed or Diſcarded, this Prince's Age 
; projected a new Alliance for his Maſter, at t 
fame Time that he diflolved one, which had be: 
contrived with ſingular Art and Prudence, | 
his Predeceſſor. It muſt be owned however, t 
the Exchange was not attended with any ill Conf: 
quence to Fance; but I am of Opinion, that u 
more than the Projector himſelf foreſaw, thou 
the cleared. Heads of France might. 1 
I nov it has been generally thought, that t 
Match with Spain had been founded on the Dut 


of Orleam's Private Views; but I can by no Mean 


agree with the Supercilious in this Particular. 
chuſe rather to believe, that that Alliance was pre 
jected, in order to fix the Queen of Spain, 1 
- intriguing, determined Princeſs, in the Intereſt 
France, in her mediated great Deſigns. And 
for the Exception taken to the Age of the fn 
it will vaniſh, if it be conſidered, that ſhe wo 
be as early ripe as the intended Bridegrome, at 
that till that Time ſhould happen, the Plight a! 
Circumſtances of Fance could not well admitt« 
a general expenſive War, ſuch as Orleans hadi 
View from the very firſt Hour of his Adminiſtr 
- non. | | 
The new Match, taking it in one Light, turne 
to the Advantage of Fance; but to view it! 
another, it did not. It was ſo far of Bene 


gte her, as to give a Colour for the late Wa 
Al 
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and to continue that Influence over ſome of her 


Neighbours, which, without this Incident, might 
have been loſt with Orleans, .whoſe Art and Sha- 
dowy Title to the Crown. had created it. For 
its . that the Deluded would have al- 
tered their Meaſures in reſpect to France, if ſne 
had not changed hers in reſpe& to ain, after the 
Death of him that had wrought them into a 
Dependance. But on the other Hand, if the 
Spaniſh Match had ſubſiſted, the 1725 of Spain 
would have had no Thoughts of ſeparating her 
Intereſt from that of France, nor would, fhe have 
made thoſe ſiniſter, fecret Quertures to the Court 
of Viemia, which have been ſo lately and ſa loudly 
complained of- | "alt 
However, the Duke of Bourbon might be in- 
clined to fix his own particular Influence, by 
railing, a Poliſh Princeſs to the Throne of France, 
et it is cextain, that the more diſcerning and 
aichfül French Miniſters perſuaded, the, young 
King to diſoard him, in order to facilitate a Recon- 
ciliation with Spain, that the tud Kingdoms 
might be as united, as it was neceſſary for the 


mutual Intereſt of both, they ſnould be, in order 


to raiſe the Luſtre of the Bourbon Family, on the 
Ruins of. her Neighbours, 

The Duke was diſcharged with, ſome ſigns of 
Ignominy, as neceſſary to pave the Way for the 
Friendſhip of Spain, and a pacifick, good-natured 


old Prieft was taken into his Poſt. This Altera- 


tion in the French Miniſtry had a, double good 
Effect; it produced a warm Harmony with Spain, 
and certain obſequious Dependents on France were 
detaiped in their Subſervency by it, as well from 
.a;perſonal Confidence in the Cardinal, as from an 
erroneous Opinion they had ſormed to themſelves, 
that no Advantage would induce him to diſturb 

| | that 
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that Tranquility, and publick Repoſe he ſo muctt 
ſeemed to ſet his Heart upon, — 

In this Manner, Paſquin, were the unwarry con- 
tinued in their Deluſion, and every ſeeming Al- 
teration in the Meaſures of France, rivetted but 
the faſter the Fetter, the Duke of Orleans had 
cunningly forged out, during his Influence. 

The Day was now drawing near, on which the 
French Mask was to be taken off, The King was 
grown up, he was bleſſed with Iſſue, his Coffers 
were full, his Finances in good Plight, and his 
Country rich and out of Debt. But upon what 
Pretence to throw off the Diſguiſe, was the Queſ- 
tion ; to fall upon the Netherlands, or the Empire 
without a colourable Excuſe, might create France 
too many Enemies, at one and the ſame Time, 
and might be a Means of clearing up the Eyes of 
thoſe, that had long been troubled with the Politi- 
cal Gutta Serena, It was no Matter where the Scene 
began; provided the deſtructive Dramma could be 
introduced with a good Grace. 

After the Pulſes of Spain and Sardinia were ef- 
fectually felt, it was agreed to open the hoſtile 
Interlude on the Banks of the Po, a Spot of 
Ground judged to be as indifferent to the Ma- 
ritime Powers, as it was diſtant from them. For 
this Purpoſe were the Britiſh Miniſters hurried 
into the Treaty of Seville; for this End were 
they taught to purchaſe the Friendſhip of Spain, 
by agreeing, that Don Carlos ſhould be introduced 
to his new Dominions, before any Compen- 
ſation was made for her injurious Depredations. 
In this View was the Ham Duke, on his Arrival 
in Talh, 2 2 firſt to aſſume the Title of Grand 
Prince of Tuſcany, without the Conſent of his 
Feodal Lord, and next to ſet up an illegal Title 
to certain Iſlands and Diſtricts of Land, that had 
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- always been annexed to the Duchy of Milan. To 
this End alſo was the Infant Duke of Parma di- 


rected to ſue for a Diſpenſation, on the Score of 
his Nonage, and to threaten to act with it, in caſe 
of Refuſal. | | 

In the like View was the King of Sardinia inſpi- 
red with Jealouſy and Diſſatisfaction, and puſhed 
on to make peremptory Demands of {zveſtitures, 
which his Predeceſſors had over-look'd for two 
Ages before: In ſhort, there was no Stone left 
unturn'd, no Means left untry'd, for provoking 
the Emperor to become the Aggreſlor, in order to 
gain a Gloſs to the Tragedy which France had be- 


fore intended to act. 


But whilſt that intriguing Crown was thus em- 


ploy ing all her Arts to pick a Quarrel with the 


Emperor, by the Means of Spain and Sardinia, 


. Auguſtus II. of Poland died. This unhappy Inci- 
dent furniſhed France with a more colourable Pre- 


text for taking up the Sword, than any ſhe had 
yet projected: She greedily laid hold of the long 
wiſhed-for Opportunity, and openly avows the 
Intereſt of Staniſlaus, as Candidate for the Poliſh 
Crown, notwithſtanding ſhe was ſenſible he had 
been incapacitated by the Laws of his Country, 
and that his Election would be oppoſed by the 
whole Power of Ruſſia. | 

But the Election of Staniſlaus, allied as he 
was to France, was no otherwile regarded by that 
Crown, than as it furniſhed her with a Pretext 
of arming and falling, like a Torrent, on his 


unprovided Imperial Majeſty, who had interfe- 
red as little, and perhaps leſs, in the Election of 


Poland, than one of the Maritime Powers. 
The Dilitarineſs of Fance, in her Succours to 


the Candidate and her Supineneſs and Inactivity 


during all the Confuſions of Poland, prove to a 
N ran | 8. Demon- 


1 
Demonſtration, that the made a Handle only of 
that Election, for executing her De/jzns nearer 
home. It muſt be admitted, indeed, that ſhe laid 
out her Treaſure very freely in the North, before 
the Election; but was it not abſolutely neceſſaty 
fhe ſhould do ſo, in order to fecure an Election 
which muſt give a Colour to that Blow ſhe intended 
to give? We. found her an OEconomiſt as ſoon 
as her Candidate was choſen by a Majority of 
her Votaries ; whereas, if ſhe had really intended 
to ſupport the Election, fhe would have continued 
at leaſt her Expence, if not increaſed it. But as 
the genuine Intentions of France, in Regard to 
the Election of Poland, are now fo univerſally 
knowg, it would be miſ-employing thy Time and 
my own, Paſquin, to enter more minutely into the 
Matter at preſent. Her prefidious Behaviour to- 
wards the Babi there, confirms all that can be ſug- 
geſted to her Diſadvantage, concerning her farſical 
talſe Attack in the North. 

Paſq. I am extremely obliged to thee Marforio, 
for the Trouble thou haſt taken to gratify my 
Curioſity, in relation to the late War; But tho” 
thou haſt given me intire Satisfaction as to the 
Origin of the late Confuſions, and have convinced 
me, that they have been concerted long before 
the Death of Augnſius I. yet I cannot fay, that 
thou haſt been equally clear as to the Reaſon that 
had induced moſt of the great Powers of Europe, 
to look on, whilſt France and her Alies were Wor- 
rying the forlorn Emperor, both on the Rhine and 
in Tah. Thou haſt indeed let me into thoſe Ma- 
chinations of Hance, that had lulled her moſt dan- 
gerous Neighbours into a Political Lithargy, whilſt 
ſhe was laying the Mine; but I would be informed 
by what Means ſhe was able to charm them after 
her Deſigns became obvious and notorious. 


Man,. 


SW 
 Marf. The Charm, Paſquin, had a three-ſold 
Mixture in it. It was a Compoſition made up of 
Neceſſity, Private Self- Intereſt, and Want of Judg- 
ment, gilded over with Art and Diſſimulation. 
And, though I had already explained myſelf in 
the general, concerning the Nature of the Sopo- 
rikck Doſe, I ſhall now, for thy Satisfaction, con- 
ſider it more particularly. 

To begin then with the firſt Ingredient, Ve- 
ceſſity. Thou cannot forget, my inquiſitive 
Friend, what I had told thee concerning the In- 
fluence of the late Regent over certain Miniſters, 
whom he had ſeduced by Art, and not unlikely, 
by Means leſs juſtifiable. Thou cannot forger 
neither, that the Succeſſors of that Prince, in 
the French Adminiſtration, had ſucceſsfully 
wrought upon his Plan, and had carefully prun- 
ed and nouriſhed that 1ufluence he had grafted 
wich Skill and Induſtry. By means then, of this 
Iafluence, unnatural as it was, France was enable. 
to perſuade, the only Nation in Europe capable 
of checking her Flight, to encreaſe her Burthen, 
already become intolerable, to drain her Coffers, 
and to diſcourage her Trade, the Source of her 
Wealth and Power. This was not all neither; 
for all the while ſhe was thus enervating her 
Neighbour, ſne found Means to ſow the Seeds of 
Diſcord and Difcontent amongſt her Sons, and 
to plant in their Hearts an inordinate Paſſion for 
that impoverithing, but bewitching Fiend, Lux- 
ury. 

This was the Conſumptive Condition of that 
once powerful Nation, at the Time the Iuchait- 
treſs attacked the Emperor. France, who had for 
many Years together the chief Superintendency 


of her Political Body, jees _p0 ranger to the 
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ill State of Health ſhe was reduced to, from the 
bungling Preſcriptions of her own unskilful, cor- 
rupt, native Phyſicians, | 

It was the Intereſt, without doubt, of this 
Kingdom to ſuccour the Emperor, in Maintenance 
of the Ballance of Power ; and I will believe alſo, 
it was the Inclination of moſt of her Inhabitants. 
The Emperor calls upon her ; he puts her in 
mind of their former Friendſhip, he refreſhes 
her Memory, as to her Engagements and her 
Treaties; and above all, he ſhews her, as if in a 
Mirror, the Dangers that muſt attend her Neu- 
trality. But the good, the wiſe Prince, called 
upon her in vain; his Expoſtulations had no 
Effect, nor his Threats neither; for thou muſt 
know, Paſquin, he fairly threatned, when he 
found all other Means fail him; and, to tell 
thee a Secret perhaps thou doeſt not know of 
that Kingdom, there are very few Things ſhe 
may not be bullied into, though one would not 
think her cowardly by her Aſpect or Mien. 
France, and the preſent Queen of Spain, have of- 
ten in their Turns, expoſed her Foible to the 
World : Nay, a far leſs formidable Power than 
either of theſe; that is P a, put her into 
dreadful Agonies, not many Years ago, by only 
holding up his Cane at her. | 
But then will you ſay, Paſquin, this once 
mighty Kingdom could not be ſo exhauſted, but 
that ſhe might, on ſuch an Emergeney as this 
was, endeavour to make ſome Effort in behalf of 
a Natural Ally, embarraſſed for his Love of Pub- 
lick Liberty. It is true, her Condition was much 
altered for the worſe ; but ſhe certainly had ſtill 
ſuch a Remain of Strength left as might have 
afforded great Comfort to the Emperor, if = 
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could have been prevailed upon to uſe it; and it 
is here, that our ſecond Ingredient in the Poli- 
tical Charm mentioned before, began to operate. 
Private Self-Tntereſt got the better of National 
Faith and Publick Good on this Occaſion, as 
thou ſhalt ſee by and by, it had on another of 
equal Concern, not only to the Emperor in par- 
ticular, but to the far greater Part of Europe. 
The political Bark in this Kingdom, under 
our preſent Conſideration, had been ſteered for 
many Years before the Breaking out of the late 
War, by a native Pilot, little skilled in the Theory 
either of ancient-or modern Navigation. He had 
ſome Knowledge of the Coaſts of his own Coun- 
try, and could work the Veſſels well enough out 
of one Port or Creek into another ; bur as he 
was no Artiſt, he did not much care for long 
Voyages, becauſe he had like to be Shipwrecked 
as often as he ventured on the Ocean. Belides, as 
he had a very warm, ſnug Poſt of it, he was not 
willing to be turned out, as he certainly would, if 
once a foreign Voyage came to be reſolved upon. 
This Officer was no Favourite with the Captain; 
but as he was a uſeful Servant, could help him to 
make up the Ships Accounts, and raiſe Money to pay 
Wages, and defray other Expences ; he had very 
much the Ear, though probably, not the Confi- 
dence of the Commander, He had however, on 
this Occaſion Intereſt enough with a She Favourite 
of the Captam's, to perſuade him that as the 
Ship was leaky and ill rigged, it would be impru- 
dent, to put her to Sea, in a inclement boiſtrous 
Seaſon. He had alſo inſinuated to the Commander, 
on this Occaſion, that many of the Ship's Crey 
were diſcontented, and ill intentioned towards him, 
and that it was likely, they would Afutiny in a 


Jong Voyage, and run away with the Ship. There 
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were no Wiles, no Stratagems he did not uſe to 
divert the Captain from venturing to Sea, in or- 
der to reſcue his Frieud out of the Hands of the 
Common Enemy. 

The diſtreſſed Ally, unable to obtain effe&ual 
Succour, jntreated that a few Shallops only 
might be ſent to cover ſmall Maritime Tracts of 
Land, which one of the Captain's Predeceſſors had 
helped to conquer for him : But even this ſmall 
Requeſt was refuſed him, The Pilot was inexo- 
rable; he was deaf to all Intreaty; and there 
was no engaging the Commander by any other 
Intereſt. | 
Thou muſt know, my old Friend, that this 
ſame Pilot ſpoke no Language but his Mother- 
Tongue, and therefore tranſacted all his Foreign 
Affairs by Interpreters. The diſtreſſed Ally think- 
ing to ingratiate himſelf into the Pilot's Favour, 
ſent him a Fellow-Native of his own, a chatter- 
ing Prieſt, that he had preferred in compliment 
to the Captain's Father, to reaſon with him in 
that only Language. he underſtood, But, alas, 
this Agent had no better Succeſs with the Self- 
intereſted Pilot, than all the foreign ones who 
went before him. All Reaſon, but that of Self- 
Security, was loſt upon a Man determined to ſee 
nor hear any thing that did not immediately ſquare 
with his own Private Intereſt. 

As I ſhall have Occaſion preſently, Paſquin, 
to make more honourable Mention of the 8 
ſaid little dignified Prieſt, I defire thou wilt re- 
member what is ſpoke of him in this Inſtance. 
We ſhall find him | buſy in a different Scene be- 
fore long, which may chance make our Sate- 
Pilot wiſh he had heard him with better Man- 
ners, and more Patience. For, thou art to know, 
my Friend, that he treated the Port | Ecclefiaftick 
| very 
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very ſcurvily; and thou art ſenſible hou ſtomach- 
ful and revengeful that ſort of Gentry are, when 
diſguſted. —But to return to the Thread of my 
Subject: 8 

The Emperor was leſt to ſhift for himſelf the 
beſt he could; the People in the World he had 
moſt Reaſon to expect Friendſhip from; the 
People his Family had ſignally ſerved in their 
pretended Diſtreſs, abandon him, and give him 
up a Prey to the Hereditary Enemy of his Houſe, 
and of the Liberties of Europe. The Diſtreſſed 
Prince flies to Holland for Aid; but he fares no 
better than he did elſewhere. 

It is true, the Dutch had more to ſay ſor 
themſelves, than their Neighbours; they refuled - 
with a better Grace, and gave more pregnant 
Reaſons for their Conduct, than others had done, 
or were able to do- They made warm Profeſſi- 
ons of their Willingneſs to aſſiſt their Ally, but 
pleaded Inability, and founded their Inſufficiency 
on the miſtaken Conduct of their Neighbours for 
a Series of Years, before ghe War was broke 
out. They produced a long Catalogu: of Grie- 
vances brought upon them by the ill concerted 
Meaſures of thoſe who were neareſt intereſted in 
their Welfare and Safety, and made it evidently 
appear, that the Continuance of their Taxes, the 
Increaſe of their Debts, the Decreaſe of their 
Trade, and their domeſtick Diſtractions, were ſolely 
owing to thoſe who would now make a Merit of 
engaging them in the War, though nothing was 
truer than that they themſelves, never intended to 
ſtrike a Blow. + 

The Dutch admitted they were nearly intere- 
ſted in the Safety of the Emperor ; but on the 

ther hand, they repreſented to him the ill Con- 

uences that muſt attend a Rupture with a 
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Potent Neighbour, grown formidable from the 
Corruption, or miſtaken Policy of certain Miniſters 
that had no Views abſtracted from their own 

rivate Intereſt and Perſonal Influence and Security. 
They alledged further, in their Juſtification, the 
Fluctuability of the Councils of thoſe who preten- 
ded a Willingneſs to embark along with them 
in the War: That they were naturally fickle and 
unſteady ; but that they had been ſo, to a Re- 
proach, for near twenty Years laſt paſt : That 
they had got ſuch a Habit of Shifting and Chang- 
ing, and had ſuch a bungling Juggler at the Head 
of their Affairs, that there was no depending 
one Hour on either their H-— or H 
And above all, that as they were degenerated, 
g 8 and were not really the ſame couragious adven- 
3 . trous People they had been, there could be no 
| Safery in engaging along with them, either by 
Sea or Land. 

There was, without doubt, a good deal of 
3 Truth in the Allegations of Holland, infinitely 
5 more than in thoſe «from another Quarter; and 
"WY the Emperor, for that Reaſon has, and probably 
will carry his Reſentment to the One, much far- 
ther than to the Other, But, tho' much may be 
ſaid in Juſtification of the Kate, on this Occa- 
ſion; yet, as it is moſt certain, that very much 
may be urged againſt them, we will examine their 
Conduct in another Light, than that their Chiefs 
thought proper to put it. 

The Dutth, however artfully they had been 
embittered againſt France, towards the End of the 
laſt Century, as had been obſerved in another 
Place, have never been Enemies of the French 
Nation; on the contrary, they were, as they ſtill 
are, better diſpoſed towards that People, than 
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land, even during her Wars with France, enter- 
tained not thoſe ſealouſies of that Crown which 
the Commonalty were inſpired with ; and they 
have been inclined to think, particularly ſince the 
Attempts of Louis XIV. in 1672, that France had 
much rather have them for Allies, than Subjects. 
This Notion, which is far from being chimerical, 
has contributed to wear off the Remains of that 
Prejudice to France, which the Partiſans of the 
Houſe of Orange had endeavoured to create. It 
has had likewiſe another Effect in favour of 
France ; that is, to induce them to look back, 
with Regret, on their Conduct towards her for 
the laſt half Century. 

The Hollanders ſee with Concern, that their 
Jealouſies of France have been productive of moſt 
or all the Calamities they feel ; and that they 
mjght have engroſſed moſt of the Trade of the 
World to themſelves, if they had carefully culti- 
vated that Harmony with France ſhe was inclined 
to on her Side, ever ſince the Exiſtence of the 
Commonwealth. In ſhort, they ſeem to be cured 
of their Prejudice ro that Crown; and to think 
that the Safety and Welfare of the Community 
depend more on Induſtry, Commerce, and a full 
Exchequer, than on an Enlargement of 'Territory, 
or the Barrier Towns. | 

There are ſtill other Reaſons, of a more pri- 

vate Nature, which may be aſſigned for the late 
pacifick Conduct of the Dutch, which I am incli- 
ned to believe had more Weight than thoſe of 
a more Publick Nature: They are theſe, 

Some Men in Holland, a very few in Number, 
as has been mentioned before, have ingroſſed to 
themſelves the whole Power of the State, and, 
like their Neighbour Pilot, were unwilling to go 
into Meaſures that ſhould endanger the Influ- 
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ence they had acquired. Wars, naturally create 
Publick Burthens and Uneaſineſs, and as natu- 
rally open a Gate to that ſort of Power, the 
Military, which would leſſen, if not totally diſ- 
ſolve, that Influence now ſubſiſting. The Power 
of a Stadtholder eclipſes all ſubordinate Influence, 
and the Conſequences of a War could not well 
fail of paving the preſent Prince of Orange's way 
to that high Station, eſpecially when ſupported 
by the powerful Alliance he had acquired by his 
Marriage. 

France was skilful enough to improve the Ad- 
vantages which the aforeſaid Alliance threw in ber 
way; and left no Stone unturned to increaſe the 

ublick Jealouſy of a Houſe that had conſtantly 

ood in her way to unlimited Power. She ſuc- 
ceeded with the far greater Part of the Commo- 
nalty, and Private Jatereſt and Luſt of Power, ope- 
rated effectually on the Chiefs. 

Thus, Paſquin, have I endeavoured to ſatisfy 
thy Curioſity as to the Origin of the late War, 
and as to the Impediments that had withheld the 
Emperor's natural Allies, from ſuccouring him in 
his Diſtreſs. I wiſh I may have ſaid any thing 
to give thee that Satisfaction you ſeemed to wiſh 
for. At our next Interview I ſhall conſider 
Means by which an End was put to the War, 
the Conditions on which Peace has been reſtored, 
and the Conſequences naturally ariſing from ſo 


unforeſeen a Change in the Syſtem of Earopean 


Politicks. Adieu, my old Friend, Day comes upon 
us in large Strides from the Eaſt. It is time to 
part—Adieu- - | 
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Por] Am pleaſed to ſee thee, Marforio, ſo exact 
1 to thy Appointment ; I ſhall be glad 
when thy Narrative is finiſhed, that I may be at 
Leiſure to look into the Conduct of the Inperial 
Troops who made great Havock in the Eocleſia- 
ſtick State. Our mitered Machiaveis are in dread- 
ful Apprehenſions that the Northern Locuſts will 
ſoon ſpread themſelves to the very Gates of our 
City, What thinks thou, my old Friend, of this 
Sacraligious Behaviour of a Son, who would be 
thought dutiful towards an infallible Spiritual 
Parent? Is the whole Store of Vatican Artillery: 


exhauſted, or have the Children of the Church 


cloathed themſelves with the Heretical Armour 
of Diſobedience? 

Marf. It is an old Saying, and a true one, that 
Neceſſity hath no Law. The Inperialiſts plead. it 
on this Occaſion, and the old Pomiff is wiſe e- 
nough not to. inſiſt upon any other Excuſe for the 
Incurſions made into his Dominions. He is more 
prudent than to expoſe his want of Influence in ag 
Age grown Wile and Refractory. Should he 
thunder and bellow as ſome of his Predeceſſors had 
done with-Succeſs, he would probably looſe that 
little Jeight he has, or would be thought to have; 
therefore he ſagely chaſes rather to wink at {ma} 
Affronts, than run the Riſque of being ſtripped 
and inſulted by Wholeſale. 


The World is now, Paſquin, quite another 


Thing than it was two Ages ago. Lhe Fulmina- 
tions of rhe Vaticau are very little regarded by 
even thoſe Princes who on the Neceſſity of Spi- 
ritual Unity, They conſider Popes in a 7 
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fold Capacity, and treat him accordingly. In 
Matters purely Spiritual, they pay them a lauda- 
ble Obedience; and in Points ſimply Temporal, 
they treat with them as they do with each other : 
Bur whenever this Court artfully endeavours to 
blend the Temporal with the Spiritual, as had 
been too often the Caſe, the Secular Powers have 
of late made Diſtinctions very little to her Ad- 
vantage. | | 
I own for my part, Paſquin, that I think the 
Laity to be now in as good a Road to Heaven, as 
when the Influence of our Maſters was without 
Bounds or Meaſure ; and tho' I am a faſt Friend 
to Spiritual Unity, and therefore own the Neceſ- 
ſity of a viſible Head, I muſt confeſs myſelf in- 
clined to confine the Power and Authority of that 
Chief to Spirituals only. — Chriſt's Charge to St. 
Peter was certain and determined ; this Power de- 
legated to him and his Succeſſors, regarded not 

emporals; the infallible Lau- giver never intended 
his Delegates ſhould employ the Authority lodged 
with them for any other Purpoſe than that of 
Salvation.—But huſh, my Friend, I ſee the Re- 
verend Troop coming this way, convoying the 
Penerable to a Neighbouring ſick Princeſs ; they 
will ill brook to hear me arraign their Power. 
Let us be wiſe then and drop a Subject which 
may draw the'Weight of the Holy Office upon us. 
Let me rather purſue the ſubje& Matter of our 
Meeting. I will diſpatch it in as few Words as I 
can, that theu may'ſt be at Liberty to comfort 
thy old Friend Alberoni at Ravenna, who ſuffers 
much in Mind for the late Slip in his Conduct, 
and at his large out-goings for Corn and Hay. 
Thy Memory, Paſquin, bad as you are pleaſed 
to repreſent it on ſome certain Occaſions, can- 


not ſo far fail thee as to forget the Progreſs of 
5 Conqueſt 
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Conqueſt during the Continuance of the late 
War, therefore I. ſhall mention only ſuch Parti- 
culars of it as will be neceſſary towards bringing 
to Light the Means that brought it to a Con- 
cluſton, 15317 

Our good Pontiff, from Motives of real Charity, 
aſſumed the Office of Mediator as ſoon as Hoſti- 
lities began on the Rhine; but as one of the 
Parties at Variance, had every thing to hope for 
from the Conſequences of the War, his Succeſs 
did not anſwer the Piety of his Intentions. The 
Mediation ſtill went on, but without much Ap- 
pearance of anſwering the Deſign of it till after 
the Surrender of Dantzick. That Blow ſeemed 
ſo far to have cured France of the groſs Deaf- 
neſs ſhe had been ſeized with from the Begin- 
ning of the War, that ſhe could then hear the 
Monoſyllable Peace without being in a Paſſion. The 
pious Paſtor congratulated her- on the Recovery 


of that amiable Senſe, and began to entertain re 
ort 


of making a thorough Cure, when another 
of Mediation was ſet on foot by the Maritime 
Powers, who ſeemed jealous that the Scarlet Hh—e 


ſhould have the Glory of forging out General 


Tranquillity. 


. Fraygey who wiſhed for a Pretext to ſpin out 


the Waf, was not only glad to have this Oppor- 


tunity to pay a Compliment to the Secular Media- 


tors, but alſo pleaſed to be rid of the Importu- 


*nities of the Spiritual Leech. The Emperor, on 
the Contrary, was ſenſibly concerned that the 
Current of the Mediation had been altered; 


but the Nature of his Caſe did not admit of 
Choice. 3 
He knew the Weight of Spiritual Interpoſition; 


it was Sincere and Diſintereſted, and could not 
therefore well fail of Succeſs. But the other he 


believed, 
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believed, as it was founded on Fear and Self- 
Intereſt, would be attended with no Degree of 
Succeſs. Beſides, he was fenfible the Pacifick 
Project had been the Off-ſpring but of one of the 
Mediating Powers, and that the other had been 
lugged in only to give it the better Colour. And 
To tell thee a Secret, Paſquin, the Emperor had 
no Opinion of either the Integrity or Capacity of 
ſome of the Miniſters employ'd in the Negoriation, 
and therefore was ſorry the Bastet was taken out 
of clean nimble Hands, and entruſted with the 
ehwmſy and defiled. He did not quſtion the good 
Intentions of the Principals in this Second Medi a- 
tion; but the Under Agents were by no Means to 
his Inperixl Gouſt. a 

Soon after this ſecond Mediation was ſet a- foot, 
the Battle of Parma was fought with equal Bra- 
very, but not with equal Succeſs. The Empe- 
vers Circumſtances required more ſubſtantial Aid 
than bare Mediation. It was about this Time he 


Tent the little Mitered Engliſhman, mentioned in 


my laſt Diſcourſe, to Britain, in order to engage 
her to mediate with Sword in hand. The Britiſh 
Monarch acquieſced in his Reafons, and ſeemed 
determined to give his diſtreſſed Ai Proofs of 
his Friendſhip : But his Council was of another 
Opinion, and the brave Prince was perſuaded to 
a& the Mediator only againſt his on private 
Opinion. | 
The Diguitary ſeeing, ſimple Expoſtulation to be 
of no Effe& with the Miniſter, thought to quioken 
his Pace 'by the Spur of ealouſy. To this End 
then, he cabals with the Minifter's Perſonal Ene- 
mies; the Secret was ſoon diſcovered, as he de- 
figned it ould be; but his Craft had quite ano- 
ther Conſequence than he propoſed. The Mi- 
#i/ter, it is true, was alarmed, but not wy 
1 en 
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feaſt moved from his Pacifick Reſolution; The 
Edge of his Reſentment was turned againſt the 
caballing Agem ; he treated him with Harſhtieſs 
and Cruelty, and employed all his Weight to 
have him recalled and diſcarded. The Emperor, 
though Tarisfied of the Ability and Integrity of his 
Emiffary, complied with the Requeſt of a Man 
he had ſtill ſome Hopes of gaining to his Inte- 
reſt. But, alas, he might as well hope to moye 
Mount tna, as to alter a Man determined upon 
Self- Preſervation. | | 

The Prelate was returned to Nienna, and gave 
his Maſter a faithful Account of the State of the 
Nation he had been ſent to. Thou may be ſure, 
Paſquin, he painted the Britiſh Miniſter in Colours 
not much to his Advantage, though probably he 
drew him to the Life. | 

The Emperor now growing tired of an unequal 
War, and out of Humour with all thoſe that had 
abandoned him, begain to etitertain ferious 
Thoughts of Actdmmodation, but was at a Loſs 
how to propoſe it to an haughty Enemy, who 
would not fail of nen his Condefcention 
to his Difadvantage. The little Prelate obſerving 
the Bent of his Maſter's Inclinations, begged 
Leave to try. his Skill at cooking up the Pacifick 
Ragouſt, His Imperial Maſter, witling to be ar 
Eaſe, and out of all Hopes as to the Succeſs of 
the Mediation on Foot, condeſcends to gratify 
the Ambition of his truſty Servant. 

It muſt be owned, the Emperor could not have 
made Choice of a fitter Agent for the intricate 
Jobb he had to manage: He was bred in Paris, 
was Maſter of the French Language, and perfeRly 
skilled in all the Grimace, Shruggs, and Double- 
Dealing of the F/exth Court: He was intimately 
_ acquainted with Numbers of the French N _ 


[6] 
| and was in the Confidence of the moſt intriguing 
| Members among the French Jeſuits: He had a 
Patron of great Influence at the Court of Rome, 
and had a Perſonal Acquaintance with Cardinal 
Alberoni ſince the Year 1712, whom all the World 
thought to have had the Confidence of the Queen 
of Spain, Thus ſuperlatively qualified was the 
Biſhop of N e, when he was permitted by the 
Emperor to exerciſe his Talents in the weighty 
Buſineſs of Peace. | 
His firſt Care was to give his Maſter a Reliſh 
for the firſt Plan offered by the Court of Rome, 
and to reje& all that ſhould come from another 
Quarter : He found no Difficulty to gain upon him 
as to the Latter, but had a good deal to render 
the firſt pallatable in the Groſs, tho' ſome Parts 
of it went down with Pleaſure. 
I perceive, Paſquin, thy Impatience to know 
the Nature of this firſt Plan, and therefore ſhall 
gratify thee with a ſummary Deſcription of it, 
before I proceed further. As for the ſecond: w 
Sketch of a Plan, it has been long ſince made ti 
publick to thee, and all the World beſide. pe 
The preſent Pontiff, and moſt of his pious Pre- tr 
deceſſors, had obſerved with deep Concern, that | 
the very Entity of the Reformation, and the Growth let 
of it, had been owing to the ambitious Jealouſies a | 
of the Houſes of Auſtria and Bourbon : They had D. 
tor 
re: 
M. 
hac 


— my 


obſerved alſo, that moſt of the National Hrongs 
that had been committed for the laſt Century, 
had been owing to the Diſſentions of thoſe two 
werful Families; and they were not ignorant, 
that moſt, or all the Calamities of Europe, had been 


occaſioned by the miſtaken Politicks of the Courts cul! 
of Vienna and Paris, It was often attempted by tisf 
. theſe Spiritual Fathers, to remove a Prejuidce in 


that had been productive of ſo great . it 
| | but 
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in the General; let it then 
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but ſomething always ſtood in their Way to ob- 


ſtruct the glorious Work. The Impediments, for 
the moſt part, were founded on general Ambi- 
tion and Luſt of Power in the very Princes them- 
ſelves, but ſometimes on the particular Ambition 
of their Miniſters, who found their Account in the 
Calamities of the Publick. 400 

The Holy Father, ever fince his Elevation, had 
aſſiduouſly turned his Thoughts towards bringing 
about an Union ſo deſirable in itſelf, and ſo neceſ- 
ſary for the Eaſe and Increaſe of the Faithful. He 
found a Diſpoſition in each Party, provided cer- 
tain Conceſſions could be obtained; but as the 
reciprocal Demands of the Parties were out of all 
Meaſure, the good Father deſpaired of reducing 
them to Reaſon, till ſome great Change ſhould 
happen in the Circumſtances of one of the Parties. 
He imagined the breaking out of the late War, 
had happily wrought that Change he ſo ardently 
wiſhed for, and therefore redoubled his Solicita- 
tions as ſoon as Hoſtilities were begun. The Em- 
peror, who, before the War, had been moſt ex- 
travagant in his Demands, was now become more 
plyant ; but France, on the Contrary, was become 
leſs ſo, whilſt ſhe conceived any Hopes of ſecuring 
a Footing in Poland. However, as the taking of 
Danutzick had a little cooled her, the pious Media- 
tor was not without Hopes of ſucceeding in ſome 
reaſonable Time, when the Interpoſition of the 
Maritime Powers broke in upon all his Meaſures, ag 
had been mentioned before. 

I ſhall not enter here into every minute Parti- 
cular of the Pontif's Plan, imagining jt will ſa- 
risfy thy preſent Curiofity, Paſquin, to have it 

ſuffice thee, to know 
it aſcertajned the Property of each Party in ſa 
1 F equitable 
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equitable and judicious a Manner, as to leare 
no Room for future Conteſt or Incroachment. 
It was not founded on the Rights of antient Title 
or preſent Poſſeſſion, but rather on real Conve- 
niency, and ſolid Advantage. For Inftance, The 
Emperor was to be made ſenſibly, that his Poſleſ- 
ſion of the Netherlands was of no real Benefit to 
him, and that it would entail perpetual Expence 
on his Heirs; that as thoſe Provinces were of 
far greater Advantage to the ſecret Enemies of 
his Houſe, and Faith, than they were to himſelf, 
or could be hereafter to his Family, ir would be 
for his Intereſt to accept of a reaſonable Equivalent 
in Lieu of them ; that his true Intereſt ſhould in- 
duce him, to think rather of inlarging himſelf in 
another Quarter, then ſet his Heart opon preſerv- 
ing the Poſſeſſion of diftant Territories, which 
would prove an eternal Bone of Contention be- 
tween his Family and the only Power in the World, 
able to diſturb and diſtreſs it. 


As fot the Family of Lorrain, which the Emperer, 
had all along deſtined to adopt on his Failure of 
Iſſue Male, the Plan provided ſuch a reaſonable 
Equivalent for their antient Inheritance, which 
had been for aboye an Age dependant on the Cour- 
teſy of Frauce, that there was no Doubt, they would 
accept of it with Alacricy. | 25 
Then, as for Tah, it was to be ſo equitable di- 
vided, that each Party, concerned in the Diviſion, 
muſt have found it his Intereſt, to quit all old 
Pretenſions, and adhere inviolably to the Terms 
of the new Partition. For Inſtance, The Dut- 
chies of Parma, Placentia, and Tuſcany, as they lay 
contiguous to the Milaneſe and Mantuan, muſt have 
been thought, by the Emperor and his Family, 
more valuable than Naples and Sicily, eſpecially 
| | ON when 


E 
when the Territory of Genoa was to be annexed 
to them, on certain very eaſy Conditions. 
In order to compleat the Dominions of the 
Imperial Houſe in Tah, the Dutchies of Modena 
and Regio were to be exchanged for an Equiva- 
lent that could not fail of the Approbation of 
the Princes of the Houſe of E, And that no- 
thing ſnould be omitted, in order to render the 
Scheme palatable, tlie Pontiff was willing to al- 
low the Emperor ſome Conveniencies, on the Side 
of the Ferrareze, for a moderate Equivalent nearer 
Rome. The ſeparate Intereſt of 2 and Savoy 
were to be ſettled on Terms agreeable to both. 

The Diſtributions in the North were by this Plan 
sketched out with equal Zeal, Judgment, and Im- 
partiality; and as its Baſis was chiefly religious, 
the Crown of Poland was to be made Hereditary 
in the Houſe. of Saxony, lately become Orthodox. 
The Reſtoration of Sariflaus's Paternal Eſtate, 
and the Conceſſions already mentioned, to be made 
to France, were thought k to ſatisfy that 
Prince for the Loſs of the Poliſh Crown; and 
as he had no Heirs but the Queen of Fance, 
the Reverſion of his Patrimony was to defceng 
to a Grand- Daughter, matched, with the Prince 
of Saxony. ms yp | — 
The Emperor was to find his Account in thi 
Diſpoſition ; for in Conſideration of the Pulifh 
Crown, Auguſtus and his Conſort were not only 
to renounce to the Succeſſion of Auſtria, but 
likewiſe make a Ceſſion of certain Diſtricts in 
Poland, and in Upper Saxony, contiguous to Slefta 


and Bohemia. 

There were alſo ſome Articles, concerning the 
Houſe of Bavaria, and Palatine, and ſome other 
Catholick Princes in Germam, which tended to the 
e 1 Sate ty 
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Safety and Satisfaction of all the Parties intereſted 
in the Performance of them. Et | 

Portugal was effectually ſecured by this Plan, 
from the ſuperior Power of Sain, and this laſt 
was not only to be made eaſy with relation to 
any Diſlike ſhe could have to the new Diviſion 
of Italy, but likewiſe, was to have been aſſiſted 
towards procuring entire Satisfaction nearer 
F - | 
| Upon the whole, this pious Plan was fo cal 
culated, that it could not fail, if it had been 
agreed to by the Courts of Vienna and Paris, of 
powering the Ends propoſed, which were the 
intire Safety and Satisfaction of all the principal 
Catholick Powers of Europe, the Redreſs of the 
tijured, the Aboliſhment of Hereſy and Error, 
and the Reſtoration of Primitive Rehgion 
throughout Chriſtendom. It would be the In- 
tereſt of the confederated Catholick Powers, to fit 
down contented with each other, and turn their 
common Force againſt the ſecret and avowed 
Enemies of their Faith. The Emperor might then 
with Safety turn his Arms againft the Turk, and 
conquer new Realms of far greater Convenience 
and Advantage to his Family, than thoſe ſmall 
Diſtricts he was to oblige Fance with; and this 
he might have done without Dread of that 
Crown, whoſe Intereſt it would be, to aſſiſt him, 
and guard his Rear, whilſt he ſhould be mak- 
ing new Acquiſitions that could not affe& her. 
The Venetian, and the King of the Sicilies might 
at the ſame Time enlarge their Dominions on 
the other Side the Adriatick Gulph, whilſt Spain 
extended her Conqueſts on the Continent of A- 
Tick, . — _ Ws | 
Figheſe my dear Paſquin, were the Endeavours, 
this the Plan, which our wile Spiritual and Tem: 


pore) 
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poral Lord offered to the Conſideration of the 
Courts of Vienna and Paris, as ſoon as France had 
taken Fort Kiel. It was a pious and Glorious 
Scheme, well digeſted and worthy of the viſible 
Head of the Catholick Church. And though it 
may be looked upon as too General, yet if the 
Emperor and France could have found their par- 
ticular Accounts in the Execution of it, there is 
no Doubt, but it would have had the projected 
Effect. For whenever thoſe two Powers can be 
brought to a right good Underſtanding, which 
was the chief View of this Plan, it is probable 
that this Scheme, or ſomewhat very like it, will 
be the Conſequence of the deſirable Harmony. 
And I am much miſtaken, or the happy Hour 
is now near at Hand, when the two Illuſtrious 
Houſes of Auſtria and Bourbon are to be tied by 
the ſtricteſt Bands of Union and Concord. 
But more of this hereafter. 
This was the Plan, I told thee, my Friend, 
the Biſhop of N——e intended to work upon, 
this was it he wanted to cook up to the Reliſh 
of his Maſter's Palate. He turned it, and toſſed 
it, and threw it into twenty different Shapes, 
till at laſt he ſo managed it that the Emperor 
could bear the Sight of it, and even the Smell. 
Count Zinzindorf was of Singular Uſe to him 
on this Qccaſion ; for as this great Miniſter had 
been an old faithful Servant, and underſtood 
perfectly well, the Intereſt of his Auguſt Family, 
the Emperor gave great Attention to what he of- 
ſered in Juſtification of the Plan. 
He laid before him with uncommon Clearneſs, 
the Injuries his Illuftrious Houſe had received 
from her Prejudice to France, and her Friend- 
ſhip to thoſe Powers that had abandoned him in 
the Day of his greateſt A He put him 
I F 3 in 
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in Mind, that Fance had always gained by the 
Puſhes his Family had made vpon her, and that 
the known' Enemies of his Faith had acquired 
Strength along with her, as his own was impar- 
ed. He beſeeched him to conſider how trivial 
the Revenues of the Netherlands were; if com- 
pared with the Expence and Perplexity that at- 
tended the Poſſeſſion of them. How much more 
advantagious that Country was to certain Powers, 
that had eſſentially diſobliged him, than to him 
ſelf; and that, as thoſe Provinces had been here- 
tofore, ſo would they, for the Time to come, 
be the Means of Eternal Quarrels between his 
Family and that of France. e further inforced 
this Part of his Argument, by ſhewing his Au- 
guſt Maſter, that Spain had been an A by 
her Fondneſs for the Netherlands, and that even 
his own Diſappointment, ,as to the Spaniſb Mo- 
narchy, was chiefly owing to the Views which 
France had, of annexing thoſe Provinces to her 
other Dominions. 

The Stateſman puts his Maſter in Mind of 
the Superiority of France, and his own Inability 
of ſecuring his Succeſſion in the Manner he in- 
tended, except that Crown could be bought to 
the Intereſt of his Family; and he made it ap- 
pear to him, that he could never purchaſe her 
Friendſhip on ſo eaſy Terms, as by gratifying 
her on the Side of the Netherlands. He ſaid 
further, that he did not queſtion but France would 
_ either give him, or procure for him an Equi- 
valent, that would anſwer the Purpoſe of his 
Family much better, than the Poſſeſſion of Coun- 
tries that muſt always involve them in Wars 
and Confuſions. And the wiſe Minifter added, 
that as France could have no Views on the Ger- 
man Side of the Rhine, he might be oe 
| | C 
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ſhe would faithfully obſerve her Engagements, 
both with him and his Family, if ſhe were once 
prey of thoſe Provinces that had fo often 

rought her Arms into the Field. | 

The Count had reaſoned with equal Jud 
on the other Parts of the Plan, and had ſo effectu- 
ally brought over the young Duke of J , 
the preſumptive Heir, to his Opinion, thar/the 
Pious Emperor conſented that the Biſhop ſhould be 
impouered, to act in ſuch Manner, and by ſuch 
Channels, as he ſhould think proper ; but under 
ſuch Reſtrictions, that his firſt Overtures ſhould 
ſeem without Warrant or Authority. 

The commiſſioned Prelate, willing to preſerve 
Appearances, and to ſave the Credit and Honour 
of his Maſter, was of Opinion, the firſt Propoſals 
to Frarce ſhould come to her, from ſome unbyaſſed 
Perſon of great Diſtinction, whom ſhe could not 
ſuſpect of being applyed to by the Court of Vienna. 
He had had the Honour of an early Acquaintance 
with the e 4 Prince of uncom- 
mon, natural and acquired Parts, who was always 
thought to be much more in the Intereſt of France 
than the Emperor ; though if the Truth were 
known, they were equally indiflerent to him from 
very ſubſtantial Hotives. 

To this impartial Prince did the Biſhop apply 
himſelf with the utmoſt Secreſy, thar he might 
prevail upon him, to feel the Pulſe of the French 
Court, as to Terms of Peace. And that he 
might not imagine, he himſelf had acted by the 
Conſent and Privity of the Emperor, he beſeech- 
ed him to offer his Mediation at Vienna and Pa- 
ris, at one and the ſame Time; he laid before him 
the Advantages that muſt accrue to him and his 
Family, ſhould his Meditation be attended with 
Succeſs, and that, though it ſhould nor, the con- 

4 trending 
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tending Powers could not but view his Intentions 
in an advantageous Light. He made him the war- 
meſt Profeſſions of his Zeal for his Service, and 
aſſured him, that he had undertaken that tedious 
| Journey partly to promote his Intereſt by a Peace 
tween the Catholick Princes. | 
The Prince, grown Wiſe from Experience, and 
Cautious from Adverſity, was unwilling to em- 
bark in an Aﬀair of ſo great Moment, without 
ſome better Authority than that of a medling 
Prieſt, of whom he had conceived ſome Jealouſies, 
ever ſince he had been recommended to the Em- 
peror for the Miter. But upon his ſhewing him 
his Powers, which he was now under a Neceſſity 
of producing, in order to engage the wary Stateſ- 
man, the Prince undertook the Work with great 
Chearfulneſs. | 3 
The Overtures were made with ſo great De- 
licacy and Judgment, that the very ſame Cour- 
riers that carried them to Vienna and Paris, re- 
turned with the Acknowledgement and Appro- 
bation of the Emperor and King of France, 
This early Approbation could only have Re- 
ard to the Perſon of the Mediator, and the 
— by which he propoſed the Parties ſnould 
negotiate. Second Couriers were diſpatched, 
with the Out-lines only of the Plan the Media- 
tor intended to produce, when the Parties ſhould 
think proper to explain themſelves at large. And 
this Sketch was coloured with ſo great Art and 
Impartiality, that it produced a more explicit 
Explanation than could have been expected ſo 
ſoon. But as France inſiſted more ſtrenuouſly, than 
was conſiſtent with the Emperor's Intereſt or Ho- 
nour, on certain Points relating to Spain, it was 
judged neceſſary, to create the Jealouſy between 
thoſe Courts that ſhould ſlacken France * 
= | VEL che 


the younger Branch of her Houſe.— Here 
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it was, the moſt refined Policy was practiſed with 
Succeſs. | 

I muſt now refreſh thy Memory, Paſgin, with 
what I had ſaid of an Intimacy between the Bi- 
ſhop and Cardinal Alberoni, fo long ago, as the 


Year 1712. It was now thought expedient, he 


ſhould practice on his old Acquaintance, in order 
to raiſe the concerted Miſunderſtanding between 
the Courts of Paris and Madrid. To this End 


then, did the Biſhop poſt away to Ravenna, the 


Place of his Eminency's Reſidence at that Time. 
After the uſual Ceremonies were over, the Paci- 
fick Agent inſinuated to the Cardinal, that the 
Court of Vienna was in the moſt favourable Diſ- 
vere towards that of Spain; that the Emperor 
had the higheſt Regard for the Perſon of the 
Queen, and that, if proper Application was made 
to him for his youngeſt Daughter, he did not 


Doubt but Means might be found fof aflertaining 


the Dominion of Don Corlos in all the Italian Impe- 
rial Poſſeſſions, without farther Bloodſhed. Much 
was ſaid on one Side and the other, and many Dif- 
ficulties were raiſed by the intriguing Cardinal; 
but the Potion was made fo pallatable at laſt, that 


- the old Fox reliſhed and ſwallowed it. 


A Courier was immediately diſpatched to Spain ; 


but as the Queen's Approbation, of a Propoſal ſo 


favourable to the ,particular Intereſt of her Fa- 


mily, was not doubted by the Cardinal, he pro- 
poſed to the Biſhop to open a Correſpondence 


between him, and Count C then at the 
Head of the Imperial Army in the Mantuan, that 
the Affair might be ready prepared againſt the Re- 


V4 


turn of his Courier. An Intercourſe: of Letters 
between the Count and his Eminency was ac- 
cordingly agreed to and ſettled ; and that che 


of 


* 


WE "941 We 
great Secret might be the better preferved, a faitl- 
Domeſtick of the Biſhop's was pitched upon to 
be the Meſſenger. _ wp 
Several Letters paſſed between the Cardinal and 


the General, but this laſt, who had been early 


tet into the Drift of this Negotiation, wrote a long 
Letter to his Eminency, congratulating him on 
the Succefs of his Endeayours, and afſuring him, 
that he had received full Powers from his Maſter, 

to ſettle with him the Conditions of the future 

Marriage of the Infant and the youngeſt Arch- 
_ dutcheſs. This artful, ample Letter fell (deſign- 
edly without doubt) in the Hands of the F euch 
Commander, and was immediately ſent by him to 
his Court. 


this Piece of Intelligence put the French Miniſters 
| into. They had had a Jealouſy of Spain, ever ſinee 
13 the Separation of her Troops, ordered to the 
1 Conqueſt of Naples and Sicily, which was heightned 
| by her Refuſal of ratifying the Treaty with Sardi- 
F | nia, concerning the Milaneſe; but now they were 
11 ite out of Patience, and determined no longer 
1 to obſtruct the Work of Peace, in Compliment to 
fidence nor Security. | 

From this, Paſquin, France went ſincerely into 
the Buſinefs of Peace, and the impartial Mediator 
found her no longer obſtructing the Progreſs of His 
Mediation. The Biſhop was ſet our for Paris, 
amply impowered and inftruged, and ſoon after 
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Monficur L. EI. was privately diſparched for 
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*fotemn Treaty, though they wanted ne Form. 
It was ſaid, that Count $S — s Match from 


It is eaſy to imagine the Conſternation which 


a Lady, in whom they could propoſe neither Con- 


pd, where the laſt Hand was put to the Preh. 
1 um naries, which anſwered all the Ends of the moſt 


YMents to the Miſelte, had facilitated” the Peace; 
23772 : .> ww” 


N ; but take it from me, my good Friend, they ſpoke 
without Book, who imputed the Condeſcention of 


not to be unfolded but by Time or or | 
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France to the Motions of that General. That 
March was ſo far from being a Secret to France, 


many Days before it took Effect, that it was con- 


certed and executed at her Inftance, in order to fa- 
cilitate hereafter the Execution of certain Stipula- 


tions in her Favour. But I do not wonder, Paſ. 


uin, that the Ignorant ſhould be Strangers to the 
yſtery of that Politick March, when they are ſo 
to the Treaty, on which it was founded. 'The 
World is ſo much in the Dark as to this whole Pa- 
cifick Tranſaction, that I have not as yet heard of 
one Speculatiſt, and many, thou knoweſt, we have 
here in Rome, that ventured to account for its Ori- 
gin or Completion, The Whole of it is a Riddle 


Thou haſt bad, Paſquin, a Set of Prelim inary 
Articles put into thy Hands for Prince Cor/ixi at 
Naples, and many Copies of that Set, which has 


been diſperſed about Eurone 3 but, alas, my old 


Neighbour, the Set thus induftrioufly publiſhed, 
contains not a Tenth- Part of the myſterious Ar- 
ticles agreed to and ratified. Juſt as much and yo 
more is divulged, as was thought neceſſary for the 
preſent Purpoſes of the Contracting Powers. The 
ſecret Articles, whenever they are known, will ſtrike 
a Terror into thofe who are now moſt «lated at the 


Proſpe& of General 'Tranquillity ; and thoſe, _ 


who are thought to have moſt Reaſon. to repine at 


the preſenc-Pacificazgion, will, on that Joyful Day, 


have moſt Reaſan ta cult. 


| *The whole Political Syſtem d Europe has been 
Altered by this Peace; it has cancelled all former 
Jxeaties, to make Way for dne, like to be as per- ©, 
ma dent as it is found&d;,oh Motives truly Religi- 
oud and Equitable. And though, the particulag 

A . : 


* * 
— a 5+ ©. 
* * * ©: 
g £54 © 4 
- n N N „ 
* n 5 1 
1 9 " 3 
me 


2 


* * 
* 
£ | 5 
„ * * 
4 5 v 
FE 
: 
Pa 4 
= ay 
Z 7 91909 
p * WW" I 
* * 8. 998 
— _ - * * 
N N 7 * 4 
* ” . * 994 
* > 
C * , ad * 
= 
ao 4. 
4 F 
5 - 
3 = 
* 


1 
— « 


- : 
4 


a 7 


* 
8 


8 


* 
wt 
* 5 


+ 
. . * 
8 . be 
„ * . 
9 
* 
* 
- ' S, 
| k 


— —̃ EIS * 
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Views of the Rh of S are not nelly * 
tified by the Tenors of this Treaty, yet the: 2 
ral Intereſt of that Royal Family has been 
| affectionately” provided for. 1:2 
It would take up more Time than we e he . 
Aires at- preſent, Paſquin, ſhould I attempt pets 
orming my laſt Promiſt to you, in its Inrize-” 
Therefore let it ſuffice to tell thee, that the Preise 
under our preſent Conſideration is founded chiefly 
on the Pious, Equitable Plan, offered by our m 
Holy Father. There are ſome Variations, it is 
true, but they do not affect Eſſentials. The 
whole Spirit of the firſt Plan is preſerved, though 
this laſt be faſhioned a little more to the nel 
Situation of Affairs. | 
The Day breaks in upon us, my dear old 9 
onda, we muſt away. If hereafter thou ſhould 
inſiſt on a more ſpecifick Performance of my Pro- 
miſe in Relation to the Conditions of this Peace, 
and the Conſequences that may attend it, thou 
ſhalt command me any Night, after the firſt of the 
New ear, on wllich thou knoweſt we uſually have 
ample Employment from the How- dy t, and a feigned 
Reoonclliativits of the Day before,——F wewel. | 
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